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Foreword 


HE trend of religious discussion in recent 

months has set strongly toward the theme 

of the Second Advent and related ques- 
tions, and especially toward that system of in- 
terpretation in which these features of faith 
have their setting. The agitation is by no 
means closed, and it promises even to hold front 
rank in the forum of coming months. 

In view of the growing importance that must 
attach to these discussions, it has seemed to the 
author that an outline survey of the Bible testi- 
mony relating to the coming of the Messiah, 
and the New Testament witness to his Second 
Advent would be in order. He has, therefore, 
sought to show by periods, the broadening, 
accumulative character of the testimony, its 
climax of importance as reached in the author- 
itative utterances of Christ, while the testimony 
rises to its climax in volume through the 
Apostolic age. ‘That this work may bring the 
basis of the “blessed hope” into clearer per- 
spective, and give it a larger relative value in 
the discussions and in the hope of the time, is 
the one wish of the writer. 
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PART I 
OLD TESTAMENT ERA 


if 
A DIVINE REVELATION 


HERE can hardly be an important differ- 

ence of opinion among thoughtful stu- 

dents as to the fact of a large Advent 
testimony contained in the sacred Scriptures. 
The first and smaller part relates to our Lord’s 
first manifestation as Messiah and Saviour. 
The second, a larger and clearer volume of 
testimony, has to do with his promised mani- 
festation at the close of the gospel age—his 
Second Advent. ‘These two hemispheres of 
Bible teaching have a direct relation to each 
other, and to the whole system of Christian doc- 
trine. Christ’s Advent as teacher, prophet and 
Saviour, was the dawn of a long looked for day, 
the fulfillment, in part at least, of Old Testa- 
ment Messianic hope. It constituted a break in 
world history, and has proved the turning point 
of the ages, for years and centuries are reckoned 
from that first Advent dawn. 

Great as was the effect of Christ’s Advent on 
the calendar and material interests of nations, 
it was destined to exert even a stronger in- 
fluence in the realms of thought, for the mould- 
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ing of higher moral and spiritual ideals. It was 
the planting of a new leaven of light, life 
and spiritual power amid the superstition and 
moral degradation of a world that groped in 
darkness. And that leaven was to eventuate 
in a holy but virile and expanding church, 
against which the gates of hell should not 
prevail. 

The extent to which this has been realized 
would be the story and record of the Christian 
centuries. The Christ of the first Advent mani- 
festation has continued to loom larger and 
larger with the passing ages. His maxims and 
teaching have met the tests of time and change, 
but they change not. They have been elabor- 
ated into a system of morals and faith, and from 
the mass there have been crystalized the great 
historic creeds, and that order of ordinance, rite 
and ritual that now constitutes the fabric of the 
visible church. | . 

The Christ who boldly certified his own di- 
vine sonship, and the divinity of his gospel, has 
in turn been certified by the commanding power 
and influence which his name and work have 
exerted on men and on nations. That gospel 
which came to embrace as its fundamental 
declaration the truth that its Founder had been 
raised from the dead, by its power to win and 
transform men, has vindicated every claim that 
Christ made. It has lifted communities and 
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peoples, and its lofty ideals and its message of 
resurrection and immortality, constitute the 
abiding spiritual order of the Christian centur- 
ies, and the world’s best hope. 

This mutual testimony of Christ in his gospel 
and his church, and the testimony of both to his 
own divinity, acting and reacting in the early 
struggles of Christianity, has since grown 
stronger as witnesses have increased, and as the 
conquests of the church have multiplied. Nor 
have the witnesses to these spiritual and moral 
renovations been limited to those who were fol- 
lowers of Christ. Many who have had the ad- 
vantage of an outside viewpoint, and have been 
moved by adverse prejudice and unyielded lives, 
have borne a most reverent testimony, both to 
the Person and the teaching that changed the 
calendar and turned the course of history nearly 
nineteen hundred years ago. 

Napoleon gave such a testimony in his day. 
During his exile at St. Helena, in conversation 
one day with his attendant officer on the great 
characters of the past, and contrasting them 
with himself, he said: “I think I understand 
somewhat of human nature, and I tell you that 
these were men, and I am a man, but not one 
is like Him; Jesus Christ was more than a man. 
Alexander, Caesar, Charlmagne and myself 
founded great empires; but upon what did the 
creations of our great genius depend? Upon 
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force, Jesus alone founded his empire upon love, 
and to this very day millions would die for 
him,” + 

Even Ernest Renan, furnishes testimonies 
that go far toward nullifying and refuting his 
own challenge of Christianity: “Through what- 
ever transformations dogma may pass, Jesus 
will still be in religion the creator of pure feel- 
ing; the Sermon on the Mount will never be 
superceded. No revolution will prevent us 
from attaching ourselves in religion to the great 
intellectual and moral ancestry, at the head of 
which shines the name of Jesus.”* ‘Then after 
the lapse of a few lines the admiring critic says: 

“And this great foundation was indeed the 
personal work of Jesus. To make himself 
adored to this degree, he must have been ador- 
able... . The faith the enthusiasm, the con- 
stancy of the first Christian generation are only 
to be explained by supposing a man of colossal 
greatness to have been at the source of the 
whole movement.” 

‘This brilliant French essayist has conceded 
the greatness of Christianty, and to some extent 
has apprehended the spirit that gave it birth and 
that impells it, but he has not truly divined the 
Founder, though according him a remarkable 
tribute. The man who could measure up to 
Renan’s high praise would be hardly less than 


1 Geikie’s Life of Christ, p. 2. 2“ Life of Jesus,” p. 320, 
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a super-man. Indeed, to account for such 
would be more baffling than to acknowledge the 
presence and power of divinity in the man, 
Christ Jesus. While Renan seeks to eliminate 
miracle from the realm of religion, his own ac- 
knowledgments concerning the life and char- 
acter of Christ, constitute an estimate in which 
the mass—less coldly critical than himself—will 
read the footprints, not of a super-man, but of 
a divine God-Man, once upon earth. 

The coming of such a One in his first Advent 
manifestation, was the subject of repeated pre- 
diction by the Hebrew prophets. From Moses 
and Job, and especially in the writings of the 
prophets, we have intimations, and then clearer 
testimony regarding our Lord’s Advent into the 
world. While these prophetic declarations are 
considerable in volume, they are not always 
clear. They are the basis and source, however, 
of the great expectation that formed the Mes- 
sianic hope of the Hebrews; but clear as they 
seem to us who now read them in the light of 
all that has followed, they were not sufficiently 
clear to save the Hebrews from serious misap- 
prehension as to the character of their fulfill- 
ment. ‘Though the Messianic hope sprang from 
predictions that involved the sacrificial and re- 
demptive work of a Saviour, yet the Hebrews 
very largely overlooked or misapprehended this, 
and the expectation came to mean the coming 
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of a temporal prince. He was expected to de- 
feat their enemies, enlarge the kingdom and 
stablish the throne, making it dominant among 
earthly rulers. Such a view, flattering to the 
growing nationalism of the Hebrews, undoubt- 
edly sprang from their failure to discriminate 
between two classes of predictions. ‘The more 
spiritual element of their hope was merged and 
well nigh lost in a confused appropriation of 
those more spectacular manifestations that were 
to be identified with the Second Advent. And 
this second coming, as it now appears, was to 
come at the close of a long period of spiritual 
heraldry, in which a great multitude out of 
peoples, kindreds and nations were to be turned 
from sin to righteousness. 

However much the Jews of Christ’s day are 
to be charged with a stubborn and unreasoning 
rejection of his claims to Messiahship, their 
utter misapprehension of his great redemptive 
work is closely linked with their rejection of the 
Messiah when he came. They might have wel- 
comed a conqueror who would lead their army 
to victory and re-establish the Davidic throne. 
In the humble “ Man of sorrows ” they failed to 
read the coming of a spiritual regenerator of 
men, and wholly misapprehended the related 
but more distant contingency of a second mani- 
festation of the Messiah, and his ultimate as- 
sumption of kingly prerogatives. 


II 
PROPHET AND MESSIAH 


HE, Messianic prophecies of the Old Tes- 
5 Vital served a double purpose. While 

they were the source of Hebrew hope, 
they were the later court of appeal, and the 
principle means of identifying the Messiah when 
he came. The Gospels and the book of Acts 
furnish numerous instances of this appeal. 
Again and again when the claims of Christ to 
the Messiahship were being weighed and tested 
by the people, his correspondence to the mould 
of prophecy was cited. This correspondence, 
and Christ’s measuring up to the real Messiah 
and Saviour type as a dynamic spiritual force, 
became the accepted seals of his higher claim. 
Christ might have come without the heraldry of 
these prophetic foregleams, but the confirma- 
tion of his claims would have been far more 
difficult. 

A rapid survey of the Old Testament witness 
to Christ’s Advent will be in order. That testi- 
mony, beginning in a very early age, naturally 
rises into clearer expression in the message of 
the prophets. In the story of the Fall, after an- 
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nouncing a lasting enmity between the serpent 
and the woman, it was declared of her seed, 
“It shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise 
his heel.” * This may be only a dim foreshad- 
owing of the great contest and of the final doom 
of evil by the bruising of Satan’s head, but it 
has been accepted as the earliest intimation of a 
coming Messiah and of his triumph. 

The great prophet and leader of a later epoch, 
Moses, was the medium through whom a clearer 
witness was given. This message was given by 
the Lord to Moses, and by him it was passed on 
to the people, and to a permanent place in Mes- 
sianic prediction: “I will raise them up a 
Prophet from among their brethren, like unto 
thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and 
he shall speak unto them all that I shall com- 
mand him.” ? 

We are not left in doubt as to the fulfillment 
of this remarkable prediction. Though it waited 
nearly fifteen hundred year for its realization, 
the prophet came in the person of Jesus of Naz- 
areth. This was the announcement of Philip to 
Nathanael: “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the law and the prophets, did write.” * 
Nor is this the only testimony. After the heal- 
ing of the lame man in the temple, Peter, in his 
exhortation to the Jews, cited the fulfillment of 


1 Gen. 3:15. 2 Deut. 18:18. ?John 1:45. 
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Moses’ prediction, as did Stephen in his 
apology before martyrdom.? ‘T‘he prophecy 
cited above was uttered concerning the coming 
One, and covered three leading characteristics. 
He was to be of the prophetic order. He was 
to be a divine spokesman for Jehovah, and his 
faithfulness to the higher mission was also fore- 
shadowed. The utterance gives increasing light, 
but it conveys but dimly the full-orbed truth of 
the coming Messiah. 

A testimony that may be nearly contempor- 
ary with that of Moses, comes from the book 
of Job. He is conceded to be among the very 
earliest of Bible authors. And interest is in- 
creased in his testimony by the fact that we are 
much in the dark as to his antecedents, his con- 
temporaries, the sources of his versatile know- 
ledge, and of his clear spiritual vision. This 
mystery is the more baffling when we fail to 
link Job with Hebrew revelation and teaching. 
He shines a light by himself, but the immanence 
of God in the providences that involve men, 
finds the same full and harmonious expression 
as elsewhere in the Old Testament. 

Following the Bible chronology, and assign- 
ing the testimony of Job to about 1500 years 
B. C., we not only find confirmation of the 
contemporary or earlier Hebrew intimations of 


1 Acts 3:22. 2 Acts 7:37. 
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a coming prophet, but the clearer vision of a 
God-Man to be manifested: “ For I know that 
my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth; and though after 
my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God.” * With sublime vision 
and an unfaltering faith, this prophet, out of his 
mysterious seclusion, gives us the clearest ex- 
pression of the Messianic hope that had been 
voiced up to his time. It expresses assured be- 
lief in a coming Redeemer, links his Advent to 
the earth, and more than intimates resurrection 
as part of the divine program for mankind. In 
the face of physical dissolution he affirm’ faith 
in a future life, and in bodily reality. This may 
be the earliest expression of definite Advent and 
resurrection hope. 

Another passage, though carrying, instead, a 
picture of future judgment upon the wicked, oc- 
curs in a later chapter: “ The wicked is reserved 
to the day of destruction; they shall be brought 
forth to the day of wrath.”* The “ day of the 
Lord” and “day of wrath,” quite generally in 
the later Scriptures point to future retribution, 
or to the day of Judgment. The term reaches 
its judgment climax in Revelation: “The great 
day of his wrath is come.” 

Passing over into the more direct line of de- 


1 Job 19:25, 26. 2 Job 21:30, 
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veloping Hebrew revelation, and moving down 
about 500 years, we touch Israel’s great song 
period. The devotional songs of previous cen- 
turies, greatly augmented by the Psalms of 
David, are gathered into more permanent form, 
and take a place of honor in the literature and 
the service of both Hebrew and Christian wor- 
ship. Even the period of David antedates the 
Christian era by about one thousand years. 
While the Psalms breathe and radiate the at- 
mosphere and spirit of lofty and inspired poetry, 
they also embody the prophetic element and 
spirit. Numerous passages, as interpreted in 
the New Testament, applied to Christ though 
their utterance was by no means clear. Born 
to give expression to Hebrew hope, the Psalms 
became the song channel of the rising Messianic 
expectation. Though never clear or definite in 
their prophetic forecasts, these songs of faith 
and hope, carry promises and threatenings, and 
they point as well a future consummation, a 
manifestation of Judge and of judgment. ‘The 
following are the clearest and most expressive 
of these testimonies: ‘‘ Our God shall come, and 
shall not keep silence; a fire shall devour before 
him, and it shall be very tempestuous round 
about him.”? Then shall all the trees of the 
wood rejoice before the Lord; for he cometh to 


1 Ps, 50:3. 
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judge the earth; he shall judge the world with 
righteousness, and the people with his truth.” * 

To the possible claim that all this is but a 
type of the highly wrought, Oriental style of 
expression, it may be added that the above pas- 
sages, as applying to a future manifestation of 
Christ in judgment, are clearer than numerous 
prophetic references to the Messiah, as applied 
by the New Testament writers. And if points 
in the humiliation, death and resurrection of 
Christ are worthy of record in the prophetic 
testimony of the Psalms, no one can wonder 
that the future ministrations of Christ in judg- 
ment and in glory should have a place also. 

In yet another of the Psalms, and this among 
the earliest, the second, we have unfolded the 
acknowledgment and exaltation of a divine Son, 
and the triumph of his kingdom. There is also 
a display of judgment in the overthrow of ene- 
mies: “ Yet have I set my King upon my holy 
hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the Lord 
hath said unto me, Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee. Ask of me and [I shall 
give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy posses- 
sion. ‘Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s 
vessel,” ? 


1 Ps. 96:12, 13. 2? Ps. 2:6-9. 
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This is one of the clearest of the Psalm inti- 
mations of a coming Messiah, and the earlier 
conception of prophet is here enlarged to em- 
brace the kingly prerogative, for there is de- 
creed for him a world wide dominion. However 
mystical and indefinite this Psalm message 
seemed to the Hebrew mind of three thousand 
years ago, it has taken on special significance 
in the light of New Testament unfoldings. It 
harmonizes with other Old Testament predic- 
tions, and easily falls into the unfolding plan of 
the New Testament. Paul definitely identifies 
this Psalm prediction with Christ, especially in 
his resurrection manifestation.» The author 
of the epistle to the Hebrews also makes a simi- 
lar application of the famous passage.” In the 
light of these authorities, and the rising glory 
of the moral and spiritual conquests of Christ 
among men, the prophetic utterance of this 
Psalm, so early used in tabernacle and temple 
service, takes rank as one of the brightest fore- 
gleams of the Messiah, and of the certainty of 
his kingdom and reign. 

There is yet another remarkable prediction 
which is made to relate to David, his seed, and 
to the perpetuity of his kingdom: “ My covenant 
will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone 
out of my lips. Once I have sworn by my holi- 


1 Acts 13:33. 2 Heb. 1:5, 
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ness that I will not lie unto David. His seed 
shall endure forever, and his throne as the sun 
before me. It shall be established for ever as 
the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven.” * 

The history of twenty-five hundred years 
would seem to disprove rather than sustain this 
sacred obligation, which in oath form is ascribed 
to Jehovah. The whole experience of the He- 
brew race fails to point even a semblance of 
fulfillment for this famous passage. If we are 
to look for a fulfillment that is to be realized in 
a restoration of the throne and kingdom of 
David, it is difficult to reconcile the view with 
the New Testament conception of a new and 
all embracing divine order on earth—the king- 
dom of God. It at least is God’s pledge that his 
own purpose concerning a future government 
and reign of righteousness on earth shall yet be 
realized, and it probably is in that representa- 
tive sense that the passage is uttered. 

There are about seventy quotations from, or 
references to, the Psalms in the New Testa- 
ment. This shows the high estimate in which 
Christ and his successors held the devotional 
songs of the Hebrew canon. And many of 
these applications clearly show that they had 
the highest respect and reverence for the many 
passages now proven to have been inspired 
prophecy. 


1 Ps, 89:34-37. 


{il 
RELATED MANIFESTATIONS 


HILE the stream of Messianic predic- 

\) \) tion related first to the prophet that was 

to arise, it gradually enlarged to em- 
brace that of Redeemer, Prince of Peace, and 
various other titles. This broadening tide re- 
veals not only the Messiah concept, but comes 
to embrace as well associated interests that ac- 
company the rising fortunes of the Saviour and 
Prince. The outpoured Holy Spirit, the church 
that shines a light to the Gentiles, the “ day of 
the Lord” and the awesome scenes of a Second 
Advent manifestation, these gradually come 
into view in the slowly unfolding drama of 
sacred revelation. 

Turning to the canon of the Prophets, we 
shall find an enlarging testimony that predicts 
a coming Messiah, and much that seems also to 
relate to the great day of the Lord. When we 
make reasonable allowance for the intense and 
highly wrought style of writing that marks the 
production of the prophets, there will then be 
left an ample testimony that seems to point 
events and unfoldings that reach to the consum- 
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mation of the age. We must not, it is true, 
overlook the fact that the prophets dealt pri- 
marily with the people and problems of their 
day. On the other hand they were often 
touched and inspired into a keen, long-range 
vision of things to come. ‘I‘his was part of the 
prophetic office. It was so understood in the 
apostolic age, for Peter declares: “ The proph- 
ecy came not in old time by the will of man; but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost.” * This lends a peculiar signi- 
ficance to those utterances that seem to point a 
great consummation in the then far distant 
future. 

Among the earliest of the great Hebrew 
prophets was Joel. He probably belongs in 
about the second century after David and Solo- 
mon, or nearly eight hundred years before 
Christ. His picture of conditions suggests that 
a marked declension had followed the division 
of the kingdom after Solomon. The prophet 
calls for a return to God and holds up the assur- 
ance of divine favor. "Then occurs what is not 
infrequent in the Hebrew prophets. There is a 
prophecy of outpoured blessing, and in very 
close association the threat of calamity, war and 
judgment. In the midst of this rapid change of 
scene we have the famous passage: “And it 
shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour 


12 Peter 1:21. 
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out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men 
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions,’* On the day of Pentecost, Peter defi- 
nitely applied this to the great outpouring that 
came in the Pentecost period. 

Another passage in the same inspired survey 
is thought by some to picture the overthrow of 
Jerusalem and the scattering of the Jewish 
people in a. p. 70. Other expositors relate the 
passage to the close of Gentile rather than Jew- 
ish times: “And I will shew wonders in the 
heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and 
pillars of smoke. ‘The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood, before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord come.” ? 

In the next chapter occurs that startling call 
to preparation for war: “Proclaim ye this 
among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the 
mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; 
let them come up: Beat your ploughshares into 
swords, and your pruning hooks into spears: let 
the weak say, I am strong.” * This is followed 
by the setting of a great conflict, with multi- 
tudes in the “ valley of decision,” while the “ day 
of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.” 

While earlier predictions already cited fore- 
shadow the coming of a prophet and Redeemer, 


1 Joel 2:28. 2? Joel 2:30, 31. 2 Joel 3:9, 10. 
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Joel, though he sweeps the future with proph- 
etic vision, touches another field. He adds little 
or nothing regarding the Messiah, but he gives 
a prophetic touch to the dispensation of the 
Holy Spirit and its gracious ministries. He 
also, in contrast, draws the sombre picture of 
lunar obscuration, darkness and upheaval, cul- 
minating in “the terrible day of the Lord.” 
This with the call to preparation for war, with 
the setting of a great conflict, again issuing in 
darkness and the shaking of the heaven and the 
earth, point in all probability either to the de- 
struction that came to Jerusalem and the Jews, 
or that which awaits the close of the Gentile 
age. Perhaps it is a foreshadowing of both. 
At least, given to the world in that far off He- 
brew age, world history has justified the dark 
setting of this unique prophet, and the stage 
may be setting for an even more spectacular 
enactment. Certainly the predictions of this 
old prophecy grip the imagination of the twen- 
tieth century student. 

Perhaps Isaiah deserves to be classed as the 
greatest of the Hebrew prophets. None has 
stood higher in. the estimate of either Hebrew 
or Gentile believers. The New Testament pays 
the highest tribute to this prophecy in that it 
quotes. directly or indirectly from. forty-seven 
out of its sixty-six chapters. And in twenty- 
one of these Isaiah is named. Certainly the 
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contention of the critics, who have sought to 
discredit the last twenty-seven chapters, is not 
sustained or even encouraged by the attitude of 
the New Testament. 

More than any other prophet, Isaiah com- 
bines an appealing message to the people of his 
time, with a true prophetic vision that touches 
distant millenniums. "To the simpler form of 
the prophetic office, he shows also the preroga- 
tive of seer. He is the prophet of visions, and 
his prophetic foregleams are illuminating and 
significant. 

The Messianic references are numerous in 
this prophecy, while the portrayal of his suffer- 
ings, and the expansion and glory of his king- 
dom are themes of inspired and impassioned ut- 
terance. After declaring in Chapter VII that a 
virgin should conceive and bear a son, and that 
he should be called Immanuel, in Chapter LIII, 
Isaiah, in prophetic vision tells of the humilia- 
tion and sufferings that were to attend the 
Messiah. These rose to a climax when he 
“poured out his soul unto death,” and was 
“numbered with the transgressors.” This 
chapter was fulfilled and applied in the suffer- 
ings and death of Christ, and that attestation 
as furnished by the apostles, assures us that the 
great Advent prediction of a Messiah and Re- 
deemer, manifested to men, has been graciously 


fulfilled. 
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There are other declarations regarding the 
Christ which, manifestly, are not fulfilled. 
These relate to the person, the offices and glory 
of the Messiah. As his sufferings and his death 
filled and crowned his earthly life, the inference 
is natural that this class of predictions call for 
a still future manifestation. The following is 
one of Isaiah’s glowing announcements: “ For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The Mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom, to order it, and to establish it with judg- 
ment and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will per- 
form this.” * As sure as this passage refers to 
the Christ born of a virgin, so sure is it that 
much of this great prophecy remains yet to be 
accomplished. While the divine sonship of 
Christ was gradually apprehended by his dis- 
ciples, his glory was veiled and hidden, and the 
humiliation experience filled his brief life, to the 
exclusion of any open manifestations of his 
higher prerogatives. 

This glowing Messianic prediction, so far as 


1 Isa. 9:6, 7. 
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its opening announcement is concerned, found 
fulfillment in the first Advent of Christ. The 
exercise of kingship and rule must await some 
future manifestation. Nor is it fulfilled in con- 
nection with his present priestly office in 
heaven. The “ government” and the “ peace” 
are in connection with the throne of David. It 
doubtless relates to Christ’s sovereignty in the 
future kingdom of God, and in that era of glory 
will doubtless be manifested the fitness of those 
higher terms applied in the prophecy. Certain 
it seems that any right apprehension of Christ, 
as the announced Messiah, must fail to find in 
his first Advent a full realization of this great 
prophecy. 

A further confirmation of this view will be 
found in otl.cr passages from the same prophet. 
This opening of Chapter XXXII is significant: 
“Behold a King shall reign in righteousness, 
and princes shall rule in judgment.” ‘This finds 
no counterpart in Christ’s earth life, nor does 
the priestly office, as anti-typically conducted 
in heaven, afford an adequate fulfillment. Nor 
does a purely spiritual interpretation of the sev- 
eral prophecies meet the requirement. If the 
Messiah was truly born of a virgin, and if he 
literally suffered in the flesh, and as literally and 
truly died for the sins of the world, what good 
reason is there for spiritualizing those predic- 
tions of government and peace that have no end, 
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and of a righteous, kingly rule? If the law of 
interpretative consistency is to be followed, then 
the above prophecy that pictures a king reign- 
ing in righteousness awaits its fulfillment in 
some new era of a divine order on earth. 

There are other forecasts in this remarkable 
book. In Chapter XLII is a prophecy which in 
the New Testament is definitely applied to 
Christ. He is the Servant, Spirit-anointed, the 
delight of the Father, and one appointed to 
“bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.” His 
tenacity of purpose, and the ultimate realiza- 
tion of his ideals are thus set forth: “ He shall 
not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judg- 
ment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for 
his law.’’* This clearly relates to a great pur- 
pose to be realized for our earth, and no discour- 
agement shall hinder its accomplishment. 

We call attention to yet another of the more 
spectacular predictions of this great prophet: 
“’Then the moon shall be confounded, and the 
sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall reign 
in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before 
his ancients gloriously.” * While these words 
may seem to require some local fulfillment 
within the compass of Hebrew national unity, 
it is difficult to find anything in that long and 
stormy history that offers anything like an ade- 


1Tsa. 42:4. 2 Isa. 24:23. 


RELATED MANIFESTATIONS 33 


quate fulfillment. It does not at all fit into the 
scheme and the unfoldings of Christ’s earthly 
ministry and his sacrifice. It well comports 
with that part of the divine program. that lies 
far beyond the scenes of the first Advent. It 
evidently relates to the upheavals of that later 
period, and to the kingly reign then inaugur- 
ated. Indeed, there can hardly be an intell- 
igible apprehension of the totally divergent 
Messianic prophecies, without recognizing the 
two Advents which came into view more clearly 
under New Testament teaching. 

It remains for us to call attention to yet 
another feature of revelation in this remarkable 
prophecy. While the coming of the Redeemer 
is necessarily involved, these glowing pictures 
of Isaiah’s prophecy relate directly to the ex- 
pansion of Christ’s church, and perhaps to the 
ultimate triumph of his kingdom. In Chapters 
LIV and LX, we have the glory of Christ’s 
church set forth as only Isaiah could picture it. 
There is a clear intimation that under that new 
movement which the Messiah was to inaugur- 
ate, the narrow exclusiveness of the Hebrews 
was in part to be broken. The new trend is 
shown in the announcement. “The Gentiles 
_ shall come to thy light and kings to the bright- 
ness of thy rising.’”’ This presaged a new day, 
and it came when the apostles turned to the 
welcome which the Gentiles gave. 
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A passage found in the second chapter of 
Isaiah has always proved difficult of exposition. 
While not embodying terms that definitely 
identify the Messiah, the whole setting and 
movement of the eloquent portrayal would seem 
to belong to some stage of Christ’s triumph 
among men: “ And it shall come to pass in the 
last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all na- 
tions shall flow unto it. And many people shall 
go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God 
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths; for out of Zion shall. 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the na- 
tons, and shall rebuke many people: and they 
shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and 
their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.’ * 

The opening verse of the chapter makes this 
a vision “ concerning Judah and Jerusalem.” lf 
this states the exclusive range of the prophecy, 
and if it is limited to Judah and Jerusalem, then 
its fulfillment as a whole lies in the future. Cer- 
tainly Judah saw no time beyond Isaiah’s day 
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that meets the exaltation here depicted. Much 
less has there been a day when peoples and na- 
tions have turned to Jerusalem and to Judah for 
teaching and guidance. If this famous prophecy 
awaits that type of fulfillment, then there must 
yet be a renascent Judaism in Jerusalem and 
Palestine. But even on this assumption, though 
there be tokens of a new day in that land, it is 
incomprehensible that the Christian nations 
that have had the light of Hebrew revelation, 
and have walked in the added light of Christian 
revelation, the sunlight of a gospel age, should 
return as suppliants to the ancient shrines and 
exclusive faith of Judah and her City. 

Many hold this beautiful representation as an 
exalted conception, an ideal toward which the 
world is moving, and which may, in some dis- 
tant day, be realized. So far as such a hope 
centres in the present age, the view is not en- 
couraged especially as it relates to the later lines 
of the prophecy. Certainly the recent World 
War, and present probabilities regarding the 
future, do not warrant the hope that world 
peace has been attained, and that the imple- 
ments of war are to be exchanged for the sym- | 
bols of peaceful husbandry. 

In any view that we take of this prophecy 
there may be difficulties. We see no insuper- 
able difficulty in applying the passage largely to 
the Christian age. The prophets in forecasting 
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the age of the church, employed the termin- 
ology of their time. In referring the prophecy 
to Judah and Jerusalem, they were using terms 
that expressed highest ideals. More significant 
than what they could realize, many of their ut- 
terances doubtless find their larger fulfillment 
in the age of the gospel and the church. From 
this viewpoint one could well-nigh discern a 
fulfillment in the present order. The dominant 
nations of the world are nominally Christian 
nations, and many peoples and nations in dark- 
ness have definitely sought the guidance and 
teaching of Christian ideals. 

But when and where shall this be realized— 
‘ Neither shall they learn war any more.” May 
it not be that the whole is a long-range, compo- 
site picture, covering triumphs of the gospel 
age, and also the glory of the millennial or king- 
dom age? As such it shows the conquering 
power of the Messiah and Saviour, and _ his 
larger conquest as Redeemer and King. 


IV 
THE BOOK OF DANIEL 


N tracing the Advent testimony as found in 

the Hebrew prophets, we are confronted by 

the modern claim, now widely held among 
so-called “ higher critics,’ that the book of Dan- 
iel belongs, not to the period of the Captivity, 
but to around 150 8. c. The claim is further 
made that its vivid portrayal of kingdoms and 
empires was a purely local setting and belonged 
to those times, rather than constituting a long- 
range prophecy of world empires that were to 
be unfolded. This school of writers question or 
deny the claimed authorship and _ historical 
authenticity of the book. They would have us 
believe that the book of Daniel was written by 
an unknown author, probably in the period of 
the Maccabees. This view challenges the 
historical accuracy of the book, and discounts 
altogether any claimed prophetic value. By this 
view the book is merely a grouping of history, 
tradition and fanciful narrative that had drifted 
down from the time of the Captivity. And this 
conglomerate narrative was dressed in the sym- 
bolism of the later period, and embellished by 
the fancy of the unknown author. 
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It is not our purpose to enter at length into 
these matters, but before quoting from the Ad- 
vent testimony, which the book contains, we 
desire to give a few reasons for holding to the 
older view, that Daniel was a real and not a 
mythical character, and that his book was a 
product of the period of the Captivity. 

1. Daniel was recognized by his contempo- 
rary, Ezekiel. It has hardly been questioned 
that Ezekiel and his book belong to the period 
of the Captivity. In two passages, Ezekiel defi- 
nitely mentions Daniel. In them he names him 
with Noah and Job. The critics have claimed 
that this was a reference to some other Daniel. 
But this is hardly better than begging the ques- 
tion. It is not a reasonable assumption that 
‘Ezekiel would group with two well known and 
famous characters a third who was so obscure 
as to utterly fail in leaving any definite trace of 
his person and work. The Bible narrative is far 
more probable. Daniel had risen to fame in 
Babylon before Ezekiel had closed his writings, 
and, recognizing his high qualities, he named 
him with Noah and Job as a token of high hon- 
our. In still another reference, the identifica- 
tion of Daniel of the Bible narrative is very 
striking; “ Behold thou art wiser than Daniel; 
there is no secret that they can hide from thee.” 
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The conclusion that seems most probable in this 
connection is, that the Bible story of Daniel is 
authentic history, and that this famous Bible 
character was in Babylon at the time of the 
Captivity. It is also clear that the prophet 
Ezekiel, then residing in a Jewish colony on 
the banks of the Chebar, two hundred miles 
north of Babylon, definitely named Daniel and 
characterized him as wise and a revealer of 
secrets, an unmistakable identification. 

9. The book of Daniel held an honored place 
in the Hebrew canon before the days of Christ. 
If the book came into being in the period of the 
Maccabees, not much over one hundred and 
fifty years before the Christian era, its real char- 
acter must have been well known. Though not 
granted the highest classification among the 
Hebrew prophets, the book, nevertheless, was 
recognized and placed in the canonical writings. 
It is hardly conceivable that it would have re- 
ceived this honour, unless it had been accepted 
as dating back to the Captivity. ‘The rigid care 
which Hebrew custodians exercised over their 
sacred writings, hardly makes the assumption 
probable, that a book launched under false pre- 
tenses as to narrative and age, should survive 
its serious handicaps and mount to a place in 
the Hebrew canon in probably a century and 
a half. 

3. A still better reason for receiving the Dan- 
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iel of the Bible narrative as a real and famous 
character of the period of the Captivity, is the 
fact that Christ clearly recognised him. Our 
Lord did not regard him as a mythical or even 
a doubtful character, but referred to him as 
“Daniel the prophet.” * When we recall that 
Christ at twelve years of age surprised and 
amazed the doctors of the law by his superior 
knowledge of the sacred literature of the He- 
brews, we must class Him, even then, as a com- 
petent judge of the authenticity and value of 
books. When we add the further eighteen 
years of our Lord’s preparation for His minis- 
try, and to this the acknowledgment of His 
divinity and of his Deity, with the assured 
higher knowledge that was His, we place Him 
far above our modern critics as a competent 
judge of the merits and demerits of the book 
of Daniel. 

It may be added that the consensus of schol- 
arship through the Christian centuries has held 
to the authenticity of the book. It is also true 
that the great bulk of that scholarship has 
placed a high value on the prophetic testimony 
of the book. 

With the way first pointed by Porphyey of 
the fourth century, modern critics have taken 
every liberty in discounting and discrediting the 
book of Daniel, and especially its testimony to 
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miracle and to its prophetic unfoldings. Nor 
has the un-Christian critic been left to hold this 
ground exclusively. That growing element in 
the Christian church, which assumes to chal- 
lenge and reject the testimony of miracle, and of 
prophetic foresight, have a manifest interest in 
silencing the book of Daniel, for it has much to 
do with both. And the newer school of pro- 
phetic students, of the Futurist order, who have 
revised the older ‘“ Protestant” interpretation 
almost beyond recognition, liberating the 
Roman apostacy from age-long identification 
with the “ Little Horn” of Daniel’s vision, and 
Paul’s *‘ Man of Sin,” have done their share 
toward confusing the prophetic testimony of 
the book. 

Concerning the rise of the Futurist view out 
of the Church of Rome, and its effect in nullify- 
ing the older interpretations of prophecy, we 
quote from “ Daniel and His Prophecies,” by 
Chas. H. Wright, D.D., Bampton Lecturer, and 
Examiner in Semitic Languages at Oxford. Dr. 
Wright says: 

“The Futuristic school of prophetical inter- 
pretation has been to no small degree respon- 
sible for the success which has attended the 
modern onslaught on the credibility of the 
prophecies of the Old and New Testament 
Scriptures. The interpreters of that narrow 
school of thought, however, imagine themselves 
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to be the only real defenders of Holy Scripture. 
The origin of that school in its modern phase 
may be traced back to Ribera, a distinguished 
Jesuit expositor (1585), and to the other re- 
markable Jesuit interpreters of the seventeenth 
century. 

“ When the ‘Tractarians began their work in 
the Church of England under the leadership of 
Newman, Pusey and their confederates, they 
soon discovered that it was absolutely necessary 
for the spread of their opinions that a blow 
should be struck at the old so-called ‘ Prot- 
estant’ interpretation of prophecy, which was 
then almost universally accepted as correct. 
Newman, as he states in his Apologia pro vita 
sua, was long kept back from imbibing peculiar 
Romish views by the notion which had been 
instilled into him in early days that the Pope 
was the Antichrist. When that opinion was 
once demolished to his satisfaction, he pro- 
ceeded comfortably on the way towards 
Rome.” * 

With cleared insight into the real animus of 
the modern movement that seeks to revise and 
discount the older Protestant interpretation of 
prophecy in general, and the still broader tend- 
ency to reject the Book of Daniel because of its 
testimony to miracle, and to a direct relation 
between prophecy and unfolding world history, 
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we may well conclude that we are still justified 
in giving credence and weight to a book which 
our Lord endorsed nearly nineteen hundred 
years ago, 

If we add to this the endorsement which the 
Hebrews of an earlier age gave to the book by 
placing it in the sacred canon, and a like recog- 
nition furnished by the Christian church of the 
centuries, it should assure Christian students of 
the present time, and go very far toward off- 
setting the noisy claim of modern critics. 


V 
ADVENT AND KINGDOM 


INE of the Hebrew prophets are sup- 

posed to have given their testimony 

previous to the Captivity in Babylon. 
These, approximately, as to order of time are 
Jonah, Joel, Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah, 
Nahum, Zephaniah and Obadiah. They cover, 
approximately, the period of 850 B. c. to around 
600 B. c. Four of the prophets prophesied dur- 
ing the Captivity. These are Jeremiah, Habak- 
kuk, Daniel and Ezekiel. We have found re- 
lated or Adventual testimony in two prophets 
who antedate the Captivity. One in particular 
of the prophets who shared the hardships and 
discipline of unwilling servitude in Babylon de- 
serves attention. 

It will be noted that each new source of 
prophetic testimony relating to the promised 
prophet and Redeemer, brings out some new 
phase or office, or some new light concerning 
His unfolding purpose. Joel touches the spir- 
itual power that was to inaugurate the gospel 
age, and probably, the upheaval and judgment 
phase that was to characterize its close. Isaiah 
makes of the Prophet a higher God-man, draws 
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in glowing colours the era of God’s expanding 
purpose to embrace the Gentiles, and the ulti- 
mate triumph of righteousness in a warless 
world. The picture is rapid and far reaching, 
omitting much detail, but affording a remark- 
able view of God’s purpose for man and the 
world. 

Coming into the period of the Captivity in 
Babylon, we are about 400 years from David 
and Solomon, and about 600 years B.c. Of the 
four prophets, who by the older school of teach- 
ing have been assigned to the period of the 
Captivity, one only—Daniel—will have atten- 
tion in this survey of direct and indirect Advent 
testimony. And, as in other instances, we shall 
find that this prophet, too, brings a distinct con- 
tribution to the enlarging literature that relates 
to the Messiah, and to the expanding interests 
that were to attend His mission and work. 

Daniel, pre-eminently, is the revealer of the 
kingdom phase of Adventual revelation. His 
contribution is marked and unmistakable, and it 
constitutes a new day in Hebrew hope. Pos- 
sibly the circumstances favored and influenced 
this particular phase of testimony. Based upon 
the proud eminence of the kingdom of Israel in 
the period of David and Solomon, there had de- 
veloped a tenacious nationalism among the 
Hebrews. ‘Their greater nationhood was in 
sorry eclipse at this time. They had been torn 
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from their city and country, and they were cap- 
tives in a strange land. Under these adverse 
circumstances, the pictured rise of a kingdom 
somewhere in the future, had its appeal to the 
Hebrew mind, and the broadening conception 
was destined to exert a marked influence on 
coming generations. | 

The kingdom phase, as an integral part of an 
unfolding Messianic program, came in dream 
and vision, as revealed first to Nebuchadnezzar, 
and then to Daniel. The wise men of Babylon, 
failing to aid the king in recovering a forgotten 
dream, the matter was revealed to Daniel in 
answer to prayer. By him it was told and then 
interpreted to the king. This vision revelation 
outlined a series of dominant universal king- 
doms. After four are shown by the several sec- 
tions of the great metallic image, and the last is 
divided, a stone cut out of the mountain without 
hands smites the image on the feet. ‘The out- 
come is the breaking up of earthly governments, 
and the coming of a kingdom that belongs to 
another order and class. Its rise is thus de- 
picted: “ And in the days of these kings shall 
the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not 
be left to other people, but it shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it 
shall stand forever.” * 


1 Daniel 2:44. 
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The mere rise of another kingdom is not 
strange, for the centuries have been filled with 
kingdoms. The unique thing about this new 
feature in revelation, is the character of the 
kingdom. It was to be of a higher order. The 
“ God of Heaven” was to be the founder of the 
new kingdom. It was to prove a conquering 
force, for it was to “ break in pieces and con- 
sume” other forms. Nor was it to be left to 
other people. It was to stand and “never be 
destroyed.” It is even declared that “it shall 
stand forever.” 

The kingdom phase of the Messianic pro- 
gram, as outlined in the prophets, first comes 
into view in the prophecy of Daniel. At least 
this seer of the Exile gives it the first clear 
statement, and reveals its place and importance 
in the new order toward which prophecy was 
more and more pointing. The large place 
which this new conception was to take in the 
thought and expectation of future generations, 
will be more fully shown in the New Testa- 
ment era. 

If the Advent of the Messiah is not definitely 
embraced in the above passage, it is there by 
implication. There could be no orderly king- 
dom without a kingly head. The Messiah con- 
cept of Old Testament prophecy, finds its coun- 
terpart and fulfillment in the Christ of New 
Testament narrative. At His birth He was an- 
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nounced as heir to “the throne of his father, 
David,” and the writing on the cross affirmed 
Him “king.” The kingdom of Daniel’s vision 
finds its complement in the One who shall yet 
be manifested as “ King of kings and Lord of 
lords.” 

Nor is the “kingdom ” the only new feature 
that rises to its clearest Old Testament ex- 
pression in the book of Daniel. While some of 
the earlier prophets, Joel in particular, had 
given intimations of the more striking and 
spectacular features of judgment in a “day of 
the Lord,” the prophet Daniel gives this matter 
far clearer expression. Indeed, the doctrine of 
a coming One, manifested in the “clouds of 
heaven,” or what seems like a foreshadowing 
of the Second Advent of Christ in New Testa- 
ment teaching, reached also is clearest Old 
Testament expression in the Book of Daniel. 

In the second chapter, the metallic image, 
divided into gold, silver, brass and iron sections, 
symbolizes the four dominant empires, Babylon, 
Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome. In the sev- 
enth another symbolism of diverse beasts seems 
to cover the same governments. After the sym- 
bolism of division and change had come to the 
fourth beast, there is a spectacular representa- 
tion that suggests an Advent in clouds, and a 
setting of judgment. 

“TI beheld till the thrones were cast down, 
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and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment 
was white as snow, and the hair of his head like 
pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame 
and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream 
issued and came forth from before him: thous- 
and thousands ministered unto him, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood before him: 
the judgment was set, and the books were 
opened.” ? 

The opening words of this passage remind us 
of the passing of kingdoms and empires in the 
recent World War. The setting seems to sug- 
gest an unusual upheaval that issues in final 
judgment scenes. It is a most vivid portrayal 
and this, with other passages, open a new chap- 
ter in Bible teaching as to last things. The Old 
Testament has not been silent on the doctrine 
of judgment, nor has it failed to make it 
impressive. 

Another passage in this chapter gives further 
light on what seems like a manifestation of the 
long expected Messiah. Nor could it be re- 
ceived as referring to his first Advent into the 
childhood of the world: “ And I saw in the night 
visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man 
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of days, and they brought him near 
before him. And there was given him domin- 
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ion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed.”* This in no sense 
would seem to depict the coming of the Babe of 
Bethlehem. This manifestation is clearly linked 
with a kingdom and with universal dominion. 
The first Advent was in meekness and in humble 
guise. This testimony of Daniel relates, evi- 
dently, to a later epoch in the life and ministry 
of Christ. He is manifested as Judge, and there 
comes into the startling picture a “kingdom 
which shall not be destroyed.” 

Another feature of this passage deserves 
special attention. It is the name of the coming 
One—the Son of Man. In the prophecy of 
Fizekiel, a contemporary of Daniel, the term is 
repeatedly applied to the prophet. It seems to 
have been in common use in the period of the 
Captivity. Daniel, however, uses the term in a 
higher sense. He makes it a Messianic term, 
but applies it to more spectacular manifestation 
that accompanies judgment. The prophet’s use 
of the term, as applying to the Messiah, is prob- 
ably the earliest recorded. Its significance is 
greatly enhanced by the fact that Christ Him- 
self made such large use of the term. Out of 
many applying to Him, this seems to have 
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been a favourite with Him during His earthly 
ministry. 

There is yet another passage, and this in the 
last chapter, which seems unmistakably to point 
to those unfoldings that are ever associated 
with the “time of the end,” or the close of a 
gospel age. Picturing the standing up of a 
“ great prince,” it is accompanied by a “ time of 
trouble.” This would not be considered un- 
usual, but for the magnitude of the trouble— 
“such as never was since there was a nation.” 
Following this is a great deliverance, and then 
is given this remarkable passage: “ And many 
of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt. And they 
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament: and they that turn many to right- 
eousness, as the stars for ever and ever. But 
thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal 
the book, even to the time of the end: many 
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
increased,” * 

If there are some things in related passages 
that might seem to permit of fulfillment in the 
overthrow of the Jewish people in A. p. 70, there 
are other features that find no setting in even 
that national destruction. The resurrection 
feature, which in the New Testament usually 
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attends on the Second Advent manifestation, is 
unmistakably, in this passage. There is the ris- 
ing of two classes, with punishment of “ shame ” 
suggested for one, and great rewards promised 
to the other. The closing lines would seem to 
relate the passage to the “time of the end,” 
when “many shall run to and fro, and knowl- 
edge shall be increased.” ‘There is no period in 
all history that offers such a striking fulfillment 
of the latter as the nineteenth and the opening 
decades of the twentieth centuries. This period, 
with its rapid transportation, instant communi- 
cation of intelligence, and its bewildering in- 
ventions in every field of research, suggest that 
a part of this rapid prophetic drama relates to 
our own times. Certainly the connection be- 
tween prophecy and this suggested fulfillment is 
more clear and direct than in the case of pas- 
sages that were fulfilled at Christ’s first advent. 

Among the prophets who belong in the period 
that followed the Captivity in Babylon, Zech- 
ariah holds a leading place. He is supposed to 
have been born at Babylon, and to have re- 
turned with Zerubbabel. With the return to 
Jerusalem he exhorted the people to turn to the 
Lord, and encouraged the rebuilding of the city. 
His prophecy is also replete with references to 
a future unfolding. ‘The Messianic references, 
and allusions to the new order that was to suc- 
ceed the age of the prophets, are quite numer- 
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ous. Indeed the New Testament makes many 
references to this prophecy. This is a sufficient 
guarantee that the prophet of this late hour in 
Hebrew history, and who was highly regarded 
among the canonical writers of the Old Testa- 
ment, held a place of honour among those 
whose teachings form the canon of the New 
Testament. 

Among the references which the New Testa- 
ment makes to this prophet, is that part which 
finds its fulfillment in the price of Christ’s be- 
trayal, and in the disposition made of the 
money. “And I said unto them, if ye think 
good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So 
they weighed for my price thirty pieces of sil- 
ver. And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto 
the potter: a goodly price that I was prized at 
of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, 
and cast them to the potter in the house of 
the Lord.” * 

While this prophecy, uttered about five hun- 
dred years before the death of Christ, is made 
in the New Testament to relate to that event, 
no one at the time of its writing could have 
divined its inner and veiled meaning. This ex- 
ample will suggest that the Old Testament 
testimony concerning the Messiah, and His 
Church, may be far larger than the early He- 
brew readers suspected. And these veiled refer- 
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ences to comparatively unimportant details in 
the death drama of Christ, should prepare the 
reader for that larger prophetic testimony to 
the gospel age, and to what may be the unfold- 
ings of a later and succeeding order. 

The later chapters of Zechariah relate both to 
Judah and Jerusalem, and to the work of grace 
under the ministry of Christ. The fountain 
opened in Jerusalem for “ sin and uncleanness,” 
finds its counterpart in Christ’s beneficent mis- 
sion. Then there later follows what appears 
like international upheaval, with Jerusalem as 
the scene of strife and of partial overthrow. 
The climax is reached in what seems like an- 
other Second Advent prediction: “ And his feet 
shall stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, 
and the mount of Olives shail cleave in the 
midst thereof toward the east and toward the 
west, and there shall be a very great valley: 
and half of the mountain shall remove toward 
the north, and half of it toward the south. And 
ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for 
the valley of the mountains shall reach unto 
Azal: yea, ye shall flee like as ye fled from 
before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah 
king of Judah: and the Lord my God shall come, 
and all the saints with thee. . . . And it shall be 
in that day, that living waters shall go out from 
Jerusalem, half of them toward the former sea, 
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and half of them toward the hinder sea: in 
summer and in winter shall it be. And the Lord 
shall be King over all the earth: in that day 
shall there be one Lord, and his name one.’ * 

While it appears to us unsafe to attempt a 
detailed exposition of all in this passage, it is 
but fair to assume that this prophecy points to 
a future fulfillment. Nothing in the past seems 
to fill even its outline of Advent manifestation, 
while its detail may be clear only in the light of 
its actual fulfillment. 

Another verse in this remarkable chapter be- 
longs with the above. “In that day shall there 
be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS 
UNTO THE LORD: and the pots in the 
Lord’s house shall be like the bowls before the 
aban) * 

There are darker shadings in the chapter, and 
features difficult to comprehend, but these glow- 
ing passages doubtless belong with that un- 
folding Bible testimony regarding last things. 
They constitute a flash light thrown on the then 
far off centuries. They seem to embrace the 
splendor of a Second Advent manifestation, 
and the glory of an age that is to follow. It is 
well nigh a sunburst out of the darkness of the 
waning centuries of the Hebrew age. It is the 
morning star of a new dawn, the foregleams of 
the world’s new day, where “holiness” shall 


1 Zech. 14:4, 5, 8,9. 2 Zech. 14:20. 


56 THE RETURN OF CHRIST 


be the basis of a lasting peace for Jerusalem, 
and for “all the earth.” 

Malachi is the last of the great Hebrew 
prophets, and his message closes the Old Testa- 
ment canon. He probably was born in Galilee 
after the return from Captivity. The temple 
appears to have been rebuilt, and the priest- 
hood, even at this early day, had lapsed into 
indifference and an open disregard of the pro- 
prieties of their high office. At least they are 
charged with profaning the altar and the ser- 
vice. This denounced apostacy became the 
ground work and setting of some striking 
prophetic utterances. The third chapter opens 
with a Messianic prediction, that also carries a 
reference to John the forerunner. “ Behold, I 
will send my messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye 
seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even 
the messenger of the covenant, whom ye de- 
light in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord 
of hosts. But who may abide the day of his 
coming? and who shall. stand when he appear- 
eth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ 
soap.” * 

Our Lord Himself interprets these opening 
lines as referring to John the Baptist, and John 
in turn interprets the latter part of the passage 
as applying to Christ. The “ fullers’ soap,” and 
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“refiner’s fire,” in a ministry of purifying and 
cleansing, find their counterpart in John’s al- 
lusion to Christ, who will “thoroughly purge 
his floor,” gather the wheat, and burn the chaff 
with “ unquenchable fire.” * 

But the Advent testimony is repeated and in- 
tensified in the closing chapter, though it ap- 
pears in a distinct shading of judgment. “ For, 
behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an 
oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of 
hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch)’: 

The eschatology of Zachariah glows and 
scintillates with optimism and hope. That of 
Malachi, uttered about a hundred years later, is 
a mingling of promise and of threatening. The 
opening of this last chapter has to do, seem- 
ingly, with overthrow and with judgment retri- 
bution. It is, perhaps, the clearest setting 
which the judgment phase of Messianic unfold- 
ing is given in the Hebrew prophets. 

But even Malachi, true to the temper and 
spirit of the prophets, shares the great Messi- 
anic hope, and gives it unmistakable expression. 
He prophecies the rise of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness with “healing in his wings”; he declares 
the triumph of those who walk in His light and 
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blessing. Then he closes his message, and with 
it the canon of the Old Testament, and with this 
significant passage: “ Behold, I will send you 
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord: And he 
shall turn the heart of the fathers to the chil- 
dren, and the heart of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a 
erse. , 

As applied by Christ himself, these words 
related to John the Baptist, and to the great 
reformation that followed his preaching. And 
that work quickly merged into the work of 
Christ, for Herod brought the flaming evangel- 
ist to an early end. Beyond this composite 
_ picture of John’s work and Christ’s work, looms 
somewhere in the future the “dreadful day of 
the Lord,” to which their work stands related. 

And this chapter is the end of the prophets, 
and the close of their testimony. Malachi is the 
last in the honoured line, and between his day 
and the coming of the Messiah about four cen- 
turies intervene. This may seem a short period 
as we measure it out of the long procession of 
centuries and of millenniums, but it was nearly 
as long as American history, running to our 
own time from the discovery by Columbus. 

_ Across this lapse of about four hundred years 
of troubled Hebrew history, the closing chapter 
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of Malachi was an index finger that ever pointed 
to the new dawn. And it relates especially to 
the opening feature of that new day—the mes- 
sage and work of John the Baptist. The first 
impulse may be to feel that John is given a 
prominence out of all proportion to his im- 
portance. So far as this may seem true, it is 
quite in harmony with the habit and style of 
Hebrew prophecy. In confirmation of this, one 
has only to recall how largely the prophecies 
that relate to Christ are given to minor features 
that otherwise would be classed as unimportant. 
Any consideration, however, of a seeming over 
emphasis of John’s preparatory work would be 
greatly modified by a right understanding of its 
importance. When we consider the peculiar 
character and temper of the time in Palestine 
when Christ came, we can hardly over-estimate 
the importance of John’s work. As a success- 
ful evangelist of remarkable parts and power, 
and armed even with the Messiah’s own mes- 
sage, he won the people, and even their relig- 
ious leaders in a most remarkable awakening to 
revival. That he generously turned this splen- 
did advantage to Christ’s account, was a power 
and aid to Christ which may never have been 
properly estimated. The Wilderness Evangel- 
ist gave the new Galilean Teacher an immediate 
prestige and standing which greatly facilitated 
and hastened His ministry. 


60 THE RETURN OF CHRIST 


With this we close our survey of the Old 
Testament. ‘These sacred writings of the He- 
brews, covering a period of about fifteen hun- 
dred years, and reaching to about four hundred 
years before Christ, carry an unmistakable 
testimony of a coming Messiah, and of a Messi- 
anic age with new and remarkable unfoldings. 
We have merely endeavoured to give an out- 
line of this body of prophetic teaching. And 
we have kept well to the clearer expressions. A 
diversion into the field of less direct, or implied 
testimony, would add much to the array that we 
have set forth. We have preferred, however, to 
follow the more positive allusions to the Mes- 
siah, and especially to the predicted Advent un- 
foldings of the new age. This will doubtless 
better comport with those limitations of time 
and inclination that attend the modern reader. 


VI 
ABOUNDING FULFILLMENT 


EFORE passing on to trace that still 

larger volume of Adventual testimony 

that has been projected into the New 
Testament, some practical observations will be 
in order here. The feature that may well im- 
press us in a general survey of Old Testament 
Adventual teaching, is its slow unfolding. At 
no one point has the testimony been unveiled. 
Instead, it has unfolded little by little, and the 
stream has grown broader from age to age. 
First related to a prophet like unto Moses, the 
testimony comes to embrace other offices as re- 
deemer, saviour, prince and king. The glories 
of a Messianic age come early into the prophets’ 
vision, and we have glowing intimations of a 
rising Sun of Righteousness, a light that shines 
afar among the Gentiles. We also have unfold- 
ings of a kingdom established by God and last- 
ing from age to age, and its universal prevalence 
leaves nothing to be desired. That vision of a 
kingdom of God, established under the whole 
heaven, and lasting forever, becomes the great 
ideal toward which all prophecy points, and on 
which all Christian effort and the working of a 
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divine providence are ever waiting. A con- 
summation epoch of this evolving plan was the 
first Advent of the Messiah, and it was long 
foreshadowed by the Hebrew prophets. An- 
other great epoch of judgment and restitution 
follows a long period of spiritual ingathering, 
and this spectacular revelation of the returning 
Christ at the close of the gospel age, holds a 
consipcuous place in the prophetic drama of the 
Old Testament. 

In tracing a divine order that runs from pro- 
phetic announcement to its ultimate fulfillment, 
there is a law of unfolding that is worthy of at- 
tention. It is usual that prophecy touches only 
in outline the person or events to which it may 
relate. Many times the intimations are dim and 
uncertain. Often those prophetic foregleams 
that have been interpreted in the New Testa- 
ment as referring to Christ, were meager and 
not at all clear. Some, indeed, become signifi- 
cant only as they are applied. 

Other predictions that had to do with Christ’s 
teaching, and to the power and range of his 
gospel, were not given in clear statement, but 
more in the eloquent generalities that came 
from the prophets, especially from Isaiah. 
Through all, however, in the expectation of 
the Hebrew prophets of whatever age, the 
central feature was ever the coming of the 
Messiah. ‘Toward that Advent, however im- 
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perfectly anticipated and understood, the mind 
of prophet and people was turned. The hope, 
both of moral cleansing and of national as- 
cendency, centered in the coming One. That 
one point on the horizon of the future was the 
goal of hope for the individual and for the 
nation. 

That Old Testament prophecy relating to 
Christ was, to a considerable extent, obscure 
and lacking in clearly identifying features, may 
not receive ready assent. If, however, the stu- 
dent will in imagination cut himself off from the 
associations and light of the Christian centur- 
ies, and take his place as a Hebrew under the 
prophets, and will endeavor to construct from 
their Messianic utterances an outline of Christ 
and of the Christian ages, he may realize how 
difficult would be the task. With the Christian 
centuries and the New Testament as interpre- 
tors of Messianic prophecy, the prophetic mes- 
sage takes on a marked significance. Without 
these, that testimony, though ever a basis of 
hope and expectation, is comparatively dim and 
disconnected. 

Examples of this may be seen in prophetic 
mention of the Messiah’s birthplace, the pieces 
of silver that figured in his betrayal, and his be- 
ing numbered with the rich in his burial. These 
in their fulfillment, as applied in the New Testa- 
ment, identify and reveal the Christ. But from 
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these and from all the Messianic predictions, 
how utterly unable one would be, if standing in 
the era of the prophets, to frame an adequate 
and full-orbed faith regarding the person and 
character of the Messiah, and of all that was to 
follow from his teaching and work. The diffi- 
culty is obvious to any thoughtful mind. 

Nor does Bible prophecy at all cover the full 
field of unfolding events. Sometimes the glass 
of the seer seems to escape some of the largest 
and most important events. For illustration of 
this, one has only to cite the resurrection of 
Christ. This great event in the experience of 
Christ became the corner stone of the Christian 
church. But for his rising from the dead there 
would have been nochurch. Yet so great a hap- 
pening, has only the barest mention in any pro- 
phetic forecast. "he Psalms furnish about the 
only reference: “ For thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy 
One to see corruption.” Even this passage 
could hardly have been suspected as having a 
bearing on Christ’s resurrection. Surely no one 
speaking from the standpoint of the writer of 
this passage, could draw an intelligent concep- 
tion of our Lord’s rising from death. Almost 
without the backing of prophecy, Christ’s glori- 
ous resurrection starts the early church on its 
conquering way, and writes the doctrine of 
resurrection in the creeds of Christendom. 
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The meagerness of prophecy in any field, is 
often made more real and emphatic by a fulfill- 
ment, that in measure and detail, is so abundant 
and overrunning. Indeed this seems to be well 
nigh a law that runs between definite prophetic 
utterances and their realization. It is the law 
that makes the “shadow” less than the sub- 
stance foreshadowed; and that makes the anti- 
type of fulfillment far larger than the prophetic 
type. Under this law, a given prophetic utter- 
ance that relates to a future unfolding, nearly 
always has a larger and more far reaching ful- 
fillment than was anticipated. This will be found 
true of the Messianic prophecies. The Christ 
of the gospels, of the miracles, and of the rising 
from death, exceeds and far outruns the predic- 
tions that relate to his person and work. Even 
the references to an expanding church that 
reaches to the Gentiles, are made meager and 
small by the magnitude and splendor of their 
fulfillment. 

This order of an abounding and overrunnning 
fulfillment of prophecy that has proved so true 
in those that relate to Christ’s first Advent, 
warns us against looking for a Second Advent 
fulfillment that is diminutive and comparatively 
unimportant in itself or in its proper setting. 
When the student is studying a prophecy that in 
its character and scope evidently calls for a 
striking and spectacular fulfillment, he should 
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not be mislead into a fancied or forced fulfill- 
ment that falls far short of the required propor- 
tions. When he finds himself resorting to a 
diminutive anti-type to match the challenge of a 
splendid type, or is ransacking history to find a 
fancied and far fetched fulfillment for a great 
prophecy, he should be warned that his duduc- 
tions are open to very serious question. 

There are two views that may be taken of 
this matter. One will note the limited range of 
prophecy that covers any particular field. On 
the other hand, one who bulks related prophecy 
together, as we have tried to do in the forego- 
ing survey, will feel that the volume is large. 
But large as may seem the Old Testament wit- 
ness to the coming Messiah, it will appear 
diminutive as compared with its full-orbed ful- 
fillment. Jesus the Christ, in his person and 
character, filled and overran all Messianic pre- 
diction. But in his atoning sacrifice for sin, and 
his triumphant rising from death, with their 
unmeasured significance in the New Testament, 
we have an enlarged realization which a hun- 
dred times surpasses the measure of definite 
prophetic utterance. 

Even those glowing intimations regarding the 
expansion of a new spiritual order among the 
nations, as voiced by Isaiah, have been far out- 
run by the conquests of the Christian Church. 
These and other forecasts may look large from 
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the standpoint of their utterance, but the fulfill- 
ment looms unspeakably larger. One brief Old 
Testament verse foreshadowed the resurrection 
of Christ. But the rising of the God-Man from 
death has become the corner stone of Christian 
doctrine, as it was the mainspring of hope, out 
of which sprang that unconquerable ecclesia of 
disciples, and the historic church of the Chris- 
tian centuries. That tide of Christian doctrine 
and hope of future life, that constitutes the rich- 
est heritage of the church, a thousand times 
eclipses the one prophetic declaration that so 
dimly and imperfectly foreshadowed it. 

This principle, the expansion of a given 
prophecy into a far greater fulfillment, seems to 
be the divine order. God is never working from 
the greater to the less, but always from the 
smaller tothe greater. The relation of prophecy 
to fulfillment is never expressed in a descend- 
ing ratio, but always by an ascending and en- 
larging scale. This law is so abundantly sus- 
tained in the fulfillment of Old ‘Testament pre- 
dictions regarding the first Advent of Christ, 
that its operation in all that remains to be ac- 
complished can hardly be questioned. And if 
that law shall hold good for the large volume of 
Second Advent predictions, then there is a great 
future before this old world. 

We have endeavored to sketch in rapid out- 
line the Advent testimony of the Old Testa- 
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ment. Much of it has reached fulfillment. A 
considerable volume of the testimony, however, 
is of a character that hardly admits of realiza- 
tion in the humble birth of Christ, or in the 
period of his earthly humiliation. These more 
spectacular manifestations, that have a judg- 
ment shading, or seem, linked with “ the day of 
the Lord,” may find their safer interpretation in 
the light of New Testament revelation. At least 
it will probably be found that this class of pre- 
dictions has had a distinct influence in shaping 
New Testament ideals and thought. How far 
this may be true, and what part the New Testa- 
ment plays in exposition of this difficult field of 
unfulfilled prophecy, and in determining its char- 
acter and scope, will be a theme of fascinating 
interest. | 


PART II 
NEW TESTAMENT ERA 
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VII 
SOME ANTECEDENT INFLUENCES 


ITHOUT question, the principal in- 

fluence that moulded Hebrew thought 

at the opening of the New Testament 
period, and that shaped the religious life and 
trend of the time, was the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures. That canon, practically as we have it 
today, was held and cherished by the Jewish 
people. However far they had departed at 
times from the spirit of the teaching, they ever 
held to the letter of the canon. The carefulness 
with which they guarded the sanctity of this 
great literary and spiritual heritage, will ever 
reflect large credit to that people. These Scrip- 
tures are the background and explanation of the 
New Testament. Their teaching and influence 
proved a powerful factor in that system of 
ethics and dogma that gradually arose into the 
new and broader civilization of the Christian 
centuries. One can hardly overestimate the in- 
fluence of the Hebrew Scriptures in shaping 
those fundamental conceptions of individual and 
national righteousness that constitute the basis 
of our social and national life. And still more 
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was that influence operative on Christ and his 
teaching, and in the rise of the New Testament 
and the founding of the Church. 

When Christ was born in Judea, a religious 
literature had sprung up that was wholly apart 
from the Sacred Canon. In that interregnum 
that ran from Malachi to the birth of Christ, a 
group of books had arisen of varying or doubt- 
ful value. They covered the latter part of the 
period, or perhaps two hundred and fifty years. 
These works, forming the Apocrypha, which in 
some Bibles of earlier days, held a place be- 
tween the Old and New Testaments, are not 
now retained in even that place. Nor were they 
recognized by the Jews of any period as en- 
titled to a place in the Sacred Canon. 

These books arose out of the times of stress 
and trouble through which the Jews passed in 
those two dark centuries that preceded the birth 
of Christ. To some extent they patterned and 
imitated canonical books, but ran into excesses 
of narrative and into fanciful and grotesque pre- 
dictions of things to come. Out of those hard- 
ships which came to the Jews politically, there 
was ever springing the Messianic hope. In 
these and other books it is largely expressed in 
political terms. They taught some sort of a 
renaisance of the Davidic rule, a restoration of 
their nationalism, intermixed with a grotesque 
and apocalyptical setting. While the teaching 
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expressed a manifest trend of the period that 
gave it birth, it was ever barred from the regu- 
lar canon. ‘These books were in a class by them- 
selves, nor did they ever exert a commanding in- 
fluence in the sober thought and expectation of 
the Jews. Still less did they influence those 
whose utterances and writings have given us 
the New Testament. 

For their historical setting, in an age that 
shows a dearth of authentic narrative, these 
books are not without real value. Nor are they 
devoid of high moral and spiritual teaching. 
Some of the books are probably entitled to 
higher credit than they receive. Others have 
small claim to any serious commendation, and 
the verdict of canon makers, who classed them 
as “spurious ”’ is sustained by the best opinion. 

We do not concede the contention of modern 
critics, that the above class of writings have 
materially influenced the thought and escha- 
tology of the New Testament. The later canon 
rises infinitely above these discarded books. 
While Christ and his successors honored the 
Hebrew Canon by making many quotations and 
references, that tribute to the uncanonical books 
is almost or entirely lacking. Nor is there evi- 
dence that these books shaded their thought, or 
aided in giving form to their eschatology. The 
New Testament doctrine of the last things may 
link back to early prophetic utterances, but it 
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has not shaped its forecast of last. things by un- 
canonical teaching. The greatest of all teach- 
ers, together with his apostles, drew their in- 
spiration and their knowledge of truth from 
higher sources, and their statements of faith and 
hope deserve to be judged entirely apart from 
this class of early Jewish writings. 


VIll 
CHRIST AS A TEACHER 


AVING traced in successive periods the 

Advent testimony of the Old Testament, 

it remains for us to follow in its orderly 
unfolding the witness which the New Testa- 
ment gives to the Second Advent. ‘These wit- 
nesses will range from John the Baptist to that 
John whose joyous response to an announced 
return of Christ “ Amen, even so come Lord 
Jesus,” closes the canon. 

It is well at the outset that we recognize the 
importance of the new epoch that came with 
the birth of Christ. The ages had waited for 
the period that should see the Messiah mani- 
fested, the rising of the Light that was to shine 
far hence to the Gentiles. The prophets had 
foretold the new era, and had pictured both the 
humiliation and the glory of the Messiah, and 
the wide expansion of his dominion. To that 
turning point of history the index finger of 
prophecy had ever pointed. 

With the coming of Christ and the introduc- 
tion of his teaching the long looked for dawn 
came, but it was misapprehended by the re- 


75 


76 THE RETURN OF CHRIST 


ligious leaders of the time. The misapprehen- 
sion, however, with its allied hostile opposition 
to the person and work of the new Prophet, only 
temporarily barred the progress of his teaching. 
With his triumphant resurrection, the gospel 
of the Galilean assumed its aggressive and un- 
compromising aspect, and the little church 
which he had founded swept on to undreamed 
goals of conquest. The persistent opposition 
of the Jews failed utterly to check the rising 
tide of world evangelism. With the overthrow 
in A. D. 70, of Jewish nationalism and of their re- 
ligious polity, the Christian church saw a most 
remarkable confirmation of Christ’s prediction, 
and the shattering of centralized opposition by 
Jewish leaders. 

This experience, however, did not clear the 
field of hostile foes, but the center of action 
changed from Jerusalem to Rome. ‘Though 
persecution after persecution reached the 
church from that new source, they only gave 
wings to the conquering faith. The standard of 
the cross, with its message of a risen Christ, was 
planted in Rome itself by Saint Paul and his 
companions. Rooting down in a city whose 
prisons oft held its apostles, and whose soil 
drank their martyr blood, the new faith lived to 
conquer the city and to become the dominant 
religion of the Empire. 

This marvelous conquest of the early church 
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was the victory of Jesus Christ, and was the 
seal of his divine leadership. That conquest, 
especially in its moral and spiritual impact in 
transforming lives and giving the world a new 
standard of ethics and a new hope, demon- 
strated that the church had not been following 
the uncertain fortunes of a human leader. That 
still incompleted testimony, growing stronger 
with each Christian century, is the assurance 
that the Messiah came nineteen hundred years 
ago, and that his church is vindicating his claims 
to divine leadership. 

This point is of interest in our present inquiry. 
We have been studying the Advent testimony 
of the prophets. Later we shall trace that testi- 
mony in the writings of the apostles. Midway 
between the two is the teaching of Christ on 
this question. That we may rightly appreciate 
our Lord’s utterances on so great a theme, we 
may well consider the class of testimony which 
he was competent to give. 

If Christ was wholly human, then he is to be 
classed with the prophets, and his teaching must 
be judged by the same standards that apply to 
the prophets and to the apostles. If, on the 
other hand, he belongs on a higher plane, and 
his claim to divine sonship and Deity is con- 
ceded, then his testimony takes on a higher 
value. The world has acknowledged the power 
of his gospel, and the abiding purity and virility 
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of his teaching has stood the test of every vicis- 
situde and every age. The church has ex- 
pressed in multiplied credal forms and in a deep 
and unmeasured conviction the great truth of 
Christ’s divinity. And this conviction, grow- 
ing stronger through the Christian centuries, 
has been expressed in a thousand ways, and 
sometimes in the most extravagant terms. 

In view of the character which Christian 
opinion has thus attached to Christ and his 
teaching, it follows that he was competent to 
formulate and announce a Christian doctrine of 
last things. Surely, if he was divine, and was 
“God manifested in the flesh,” his teaching re- 
garding a return to earth is entitled to the most 
thoughtful and reverent handling. Nor should 
it be deemed needful, in order to relieve his un- 
fulfilled utterances of a fancied embarrassment, 
that students should give those predictions a 
new interpretation that takes them out of their 
setting, and robs them of their intended 
meaning. 

To assume that Christ did not realize the full 
import of his teaching, or that the disciples mis- 
apprehended him and were mistaken in their 
own teaching regarding the fact and manner 
of his promised return, is to greatly discredit 
the Teacher. If the history and best opinion of 
nearly two millenniums confirms Christ’s claim 
to divinity, then it is a late hour to challenge 
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his eschatology. If he is proven a divine teacher 
in enlightening the soul of higher moral and 
spiritual realities, then his recorded teaching re- 
garding the end of the Gentile age, his return 
and the glory of a resurrection state, deserve to 
stand as a necessary part of his “ word” that | 
‘shall not pass away.” 


IX 
CHRIST’S ADVENT TEACHING 


N the opening sentence of that teaching that 

marked the public ministries of John the 

Baptist and of Jesus, there comes into view 
a feature that was to hold a most conspicuous 
place in the new order—‘the kingdom of 
heaven.” It furnished the motive for John’s im- 
passioned appeal for repentence. A little later 
Christ made the same appeal—“ Repent for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” ‘This oneness 
of message and aim between the two evangel- 
ists, suggests a harmonious understanding that 
may have arisen from previous interviews, or 
from the common sympathy of two great minds, 
moved by a ripeness of time for God’s unfold- 
ing purpose. 

There was nothing new in the call to repent- 
ance. That urgent appeal had often been given 
by the Hebrew prophets. The announcement 
that the “ kingdom of heaven” was at hand was 
new and startling. It was the first message of 
the kind the world had ever heard. Although 
the kingdom conception, as associated with the 
Messianic hope, had been recognized since the 
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days of Daniel, it had hardly done more than to 
intensify the hope of an enlarged Jewish nation- 
alism. Though the prophecy of Daniel had an- 
nounced that God would inaugurate a kingdom 
“under the whole heaven,” this opening gospel 
message is the first intimation of a “kingdom 
of Heaven.” It carries a definite suggestion of 
a higher and spiritual dominion, a kingdom that 
is not earthly and temporal. It was not to be 
a mere political development, nor was it to be 
classed and numbered with the passing empires 
of history. The phrase suggests a dominion, 
not based on human authority, but an order 
that is of heaven, and therefore heavenly. 

Nor is it difficult to conceive a close relation 
between the Old Testament vision of a kingdom 
established by God, and Christ’s announcement 
of a “kingdom of heaven.” They are, evi- 
dently, common in origin, character and destiny, 
and one is the compliment of the other. The 
first was doubtless to be realized in the second, 
and Christ announced that that high order was 
at hand. 

The exact meaning of the term “at hand” 
may not be clear. It may teach us merely the 
order of great events, and that in the symbolism 
of earthly empires, as shown in Daniel’s vision, 
the kingdom of God was next in the line of suc- 
cession. A more probable view is, that Christ 
was announcing a spiritual or preparatory stage 
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of the finally manifested kingdom. Probably 
with this in mind he again and again referred to 
the “ kingdom of heaven.” 

This view of a present, spiritual phase of the 
kingdom, closely identified with the gospel and 
the church, is the only acceptable explanation 
of Christ’s use of the term “kingdom of 
heaven” in his parable teaching. ‘This view 
does not preclude the expectation of a fully 
manifested kingdom of God on earth, and the 
realization of that kingship to which Christ was 
born.’ The present phase is the new and heav- 
enly order, a preparatory age, when the prin- 
ciples of a kingdom. of righteousness and peace 
are being nurtured and developed in hearts, and 
when subjects for the ultimate kingdom of glory 
are being enlisted and disciplined by the pro- 
cesses of grace. That order, definitely an- 
nounced by Christ, compasses the work of grace 
and redemption for all who acknowledge the 
higher spiritual sovereignty, and assures realiza- 
tion of the kingdom program of the prophets, 
with its universal and unending dominion. 

It is fair to assume that Christ felt the in- 
fluence of Old Testament teaching, with which! 
he was so familiar. At least there is a remark- 
able harmony between the two. On the other 
hand, while Christ usually brings the dim sug- 
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gestion of Old Testament teaching into clearer 
light, he sometimes reveals new truth, or 
touches an old view into a new and clearer set- 
ting. We have already called attention to one 
of these instances—the kingdom. of heaven. 
While the new term was closely allied to Old 
Testament revelation, Christ’s statement of it, 
in its spiritual, yet kingdom implications, was 
positively new and unique. 

Another feature of accepted Christian escha- 
tology must be credited almost wholly to the 
teaching of Christ. This is the doctrine of a 
future judgment day, a goal of prophecy and of 
history, where the balance of a world’s right 
and wrong is struck; a climax where things are 
footed up, and where both rewards and retribu- 
tion are distributed. While the Old Testament 
has much to say of both individual and national 
judgment, the threatenings usually applied to 
the present life and to the present order of 
things. A careful study and comparison of this 
class of passages will reveal a surprising lack 
of testimony regarding an appointed Day of 
Judgment beyond this life. Aside from a few 
rather uncertain intimations in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, the doctrine of a future climax of 
accounting and judgment first comes into clear 
view in gospel teaching. Certain it is that 
Christ gives the doctrine a distinct place in his 
teaching. Again and again he refers to the con- 
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tingency of judgment, sometimes attended by 
retribution, sometimes by rewards. He makes 
no argument:to convince the doubters. Nor 
does he present evidences in proof of a heaven. 
He refers to the joys of heaven on the one hand, 
and then to the fires of retribution in contrast in 
the most casual and matter of fact way, as if 
the certainty of both was established beyond 
question. 

This warning of individual punishment, seem- 
ingly at some appointed assize of the future, ap- 
pears early in Christ’s teaching. It is several 
times mentioned in the Sermon on the Mount. 
It appears in such passages as these: “ Whoso- 
ever shall kill shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment. .. . Whosoever shall say Thou fool, 
shall be in danger of hell fire.” * 

There is a similar reference in the case of the 
offending hand, or the offending eye: “It is 
profitable for thee that one of thy members 
should perish, and not that thy whole body 
shoul be cast into hell.” ? 

In the same discourse our Lord gives that 
new conception—a divine kingdom—a permas 
nent place in the prayer which he taught the 
disciples and gave to the church—“ Thy king- 
dom come thy will be done in earth as it is done 
in heaven.” ? While this doubtless covers the 
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present expanding and preparatory stage of the 
kingdom, the full answer of the prayer must 
surely involve that larger manifestation of con- 
quering dominion that is the goal of much Mes- 
sianic prophecy. 

There also appears in our Lord’s first and 
most famous discourse a fairly clear reference to 
a future “day” of accounting, when the out- 
come of good and evil shall be manifest. “Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? And then will I pro- 
fess unto them, I never knew you: depart from 
me, ye that work iniquity.” * This passage is a 
first mention of a judgment day which our Lord 
gives. ‘This feature is repeated and enlarged 
upon later, but even here the great Teacher as- 
sumes the role of Judge and passes sentence on 
hypocritical offenders. 

Passing the Sermon on the Mount, and enter- 
ing the active itinerary of Jesus in various fields, 
we find numerous allusions to a future consum- 
mation day, and usually associated with reckon- 
ing and judgment. After healing the Cen- 
turion’s servant at Capernaum, and the exhibi- 
tion of a soldier’s strong faith, Jesus said to his 
followers: “ And I say unto you, That many 
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shall come from the east and west, and shall sit 
down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of heaven: But the children of the 
kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” * 

This was calculated to prepare the minds of 
his followers for that broadening of view point 
and sympathy that was to eventuate in fellow- 
ship with the Gentiles. The passage also points 
to a notable gathering in some kingdom epoch 
of the future, and strongly suggests a separa- 
tion, that division of classes that usually attends 
Christ’s portrayal of future judgment. 

As with prophetic unfoldings in the Old Tes- 
tament, Christ’s testimony regarding the last 
phases of the present dispensation is progres- 
sive, and grows broader and clearer as we fol- 
low his teaching. ‘The earlier intimations of a 
judgment period somewhere in the future, are 
followed by more explict reference to a day of 
judgment: “ Verily I say unto you, It shall be 

nore tolerable for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for that 
Cys | | 

On another occasion a like malediction fell 
upon Capernaum: “ But I say unto you, It shall 
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day 
of judgment, than for you.”’* While the aim of 
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these passages may have been to impress the 
lesson, that increase of light is followed by 
larger responsibility, they carry an unmistak- 
able background of future judgment. Indeed 
the Great Teacher more than intimates a defi- 
nite “ day of judgment,’—and the phrase is re- 
peated in yet another passage in connection 
with judgment on idle words.*/ 

As contrasting the uncertainties of the present 
life with the unchanging verities of the next, we 
have this striking passage: “ And fear not them 
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the 
soul; but rather fear him which is able to de- 
stroy both soul and body in hell.” ? Christ has 
not only taught us of judgment to come, but 
that the day will decide issues and seal destiny. 
That “day” is given the dignity of a great and 
decisive assize, in which men stand before the 
Judge and receive their just deserts. It cannot 
be claimed that the doctrine has ever been a 
popular one, or that it is likely to be well re- 
ceived in the twentieth century. It has the en- 
dorsement and advocasy, however, of the Chief 
of teachers, and the One of all others the most 
competent to declare and announce it. 
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x 
THE PARABLES 


HE thirteenth chapter of Matthew con- 

tains a remarkable group of parables. 

There are seven in number, and they illus- 
trate various features of the gospel age, and 
events at its close. Before considering two of 
these parables, and because it should make 
clearer our intent in studying Christ’s teaching 
of last things, we pause to notice the new teach- 
ing trend of our times. It is well known to the 
average reader, that in large areas of the Chris- 
tian church Christ’s teaching of last things is 
seriously discounted. Many modern teachers 
class the utterances of Christ that refer to a 
Second Advent manifestation as apocalyptical. 
To make it clearer, the Advent testimony of the 
gospels, and of the epistles, is classed in with 
the highly wrought and mystical, and with the 
symbolism of the book of Revelation. 

In answer to this it may be admitted that the 
subjects under consideration are often similar 
or the same, but in the angle of approach and in 
the method of teaching there is a wide differ- 
ence. While we would not diminish in the least 
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the value of that peculiar type of teaching that 
was given to John, it is a manifest injustice to 
place the sober, unembellished utterances of 
Christ in the same class. The Revelation, or 
Apocalypse, abounds with quaint and difficult 
symbolism, and in the mystical type of teaching. 
In judging of this method of approach to a great 
theme, there may be ground for holding in close 
association the prophecy of Daniel and the book 
of Revelation. There is a similarity in sym- 
bolism and a correspondence of movement 
toward great goals that is striking. 

When we come to the teaching of Christ and 
of the epistles, there is little that suggests any 
atmosphere of the mystical and symbolic. 
Christ deals with the facts and the implications 
of last things without the mystical colorings of 
the later Apocalypse. Scattered through his 
teaching are casual references to the Second 
Advent, or to related features of that consum- 
mation period. These are given in the same 
sober and matter of fact way that characterizes 
his practical teaching of duty to neighbor and 
to society. Even from these detached utter- 
ances, scattered through his daily teaching, one 
is able to find a fairly clear outline of that sys- 
tem of Christian eschatology which he more 
fully elaborated in the closing days of his 
ministry. 

It is true that Christ taught in telling illustra- 


90 THE RETURN OF CHRIST 


tions and by parables, but even his teaching that 
relates to last things does not at all reflect the 
mystic symbolism of.the Apocalypse. He 
speaks openly and frankly and in the terms of 
common every day speech, and wherever ex- 
planation was needful he gave it. Whatever 
the critics, who are seeking to divest the New 
Testament of miracle and of the spectacular, 
may do with the Apocalypse, devout students 
and the church have a right to object when they 
seek to dismiss and dissipate the Advent teach- 
ings of Christ into the realm of a mere mystic 
symbolism. That may be an easy way of dispos- 
ing of a troublesome subject, but it is the open 
challenge of a great Teacher and a sorry dis- 
counting of his generally conceded competence. 

Of our Lord’s parables two only will concern 
us in this inquiry. ‘These deal with present 
phases of the kingdom of heaven, and then they 
move on to an appointed goal, that consumma- 
tion that holds the stage in Christ’s program of 
the future. Instead of making the Christian 
course an interminable race without a goal, 
these parables enunciate the great Teacher’s 
accepted and declared eschatology. 

The parable of the tares points this unmis- 
takable lesson. First, the good seed is sown, 
then an enemy sows tares. The servants sug- 
gest that the tares be rooted up, but the Master 
permits both to grow till the harvest. The 
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climax of the parable is given in the following: 
“ Let both grow together until the harvest: and 
in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind 
them in bundles to burn them: but gather the 
wheat into my barn.” * 

This outcome would seem to suggest that 
general expectation that is so often expressed 
in Christ’s teaching. But the matter is not left 
here. Later when the disciples and their Lord 
were by themselves, they asked him to explain 
this particular parable... Readily complying, he 
gave this explanation: “ The field is the world; 
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
but the tares are the children of the wicked one; 
The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers 
are the angels. As therefore the tares are gath- 
ered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the 
end of this world. The Son of man shall send 
forth his angels, and they shall gather out of 
his kingdom all things that offend, and them 
which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” ? 

If any one is disposed to class this parable 
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with apocalyptic writings, the fact that Christ 
here explains exactly what he means, should 
warn him to,go cautiously. Whatever may be 
said of some parables, this one has been ex- 
plained, and by the highest authority. All 
semblance of the figurative, or even of the usual 
parable type of expression, is eliminated from 
the explanation. This is final, for in it our 
Lord tells what he meant, and he passed that 
revelation on to his disciples and to the church. 

What are the doctrinal lessons that we may 
draw from the teaching? ‘The several features, 
as the “ seed,” the “ field,” and those who were 
responsible for scattering the two kinds of seed, 
are clearly stated. Then follows his revealed 
order of last things, “ The harvest is the end of 
the world.” That may not harmonize well with 
much modern teaching, but that is Christ’s ex- 
planation of the parable. Shall it stand as given, 
or shall the explanation be explained away by 
those who assume to know better than the di- 
vine Teacher knew what the great future holds. 
Scoffers may affirm that “All things continue 
as they were from the beginning,” but Christ 
announces an end of the world or age, and 
teaches that it is the “ harvest,’—or period of 
accounting and separation. 

This is followed by a permanent division of 
classes, and rewards and punishments are meted 
out. In this our Lord reveals a judgment epoch 
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somewhere in connection with the close of the 
age. And this doctrine is not framed out of any 
symbolism, nor deduced from a doubtful and 
uncertain exposition. It is part of a heart to 
heart talk with the disciples, in which the Great- 
est of all teachers explained a parable. If we 
cannot understand aright this explanation, what 
reasonable hope have we that we can master 
Christ’s thought in any field of his teaching? 
Another, and much briefer parable, points ex- 
actly the same general lesson. It is the parable 
of the net, which, cast into the sea gathered of 
every kind. Drawn to shore, the good and the 
bad are separated, the one to be kept for use, 
the other to be thrown away. And as in the 
other instance, this parable, too, is explained: 
| “So shall it be at the end of the world: the 
“angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked 
from among the just, And shall cast them into 
the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and 
enashing of teeth.” * 
_ The lesson of this teaching also points to 
'/ judgment, separation of classes,and sealing of 
destiny. If there is to be no personal mani- 
festation of Christ, as some would have us be- 
lieve, and if the New Testament doctrine of 
judgment and separation of classes is a mere 
myth of apocalyptic mysticism, then what mo- 
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tive could a divine Christ have had for incorpor- 
ating such never-to-be realized features into his 
teaching? If there is no goal of Advent, judg- 
ment and restitution somewhere in the future, 
then Christ stands discredited, and his teaching 
is open to challenge at any point. 

Later in our Lord’s ministry, but before his 
notable discourse on last things, he again pre- 
sented to his disciples a view of that period of 
judgment and restitution which takes so large a 
place in his eschatology. A young man who 
was asked to leave all and follow Jesus, but who 
refused to comply, furnished the occasion for 
this teaching glimpse. In view of the fact that 
they had left all to follow him, Peter raised the 
question as to what they should receive. To 
this question the Master replied: “ Verily I say 
unto you, That ye which have followed me, in 
the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit 
in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel’ + 

Was Christ in these words tantalizing his fol- 
lowers with a mere mirage of fancy and mys- 
ticism, or was he dealing honestly and truly? 
If the latter, then there is a goal toward which 
the church is moving. Our Lord furnishes this 
glimpse of such an era, with its throne of divine 
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authority, its ministeries of ‘“ regeneration,” 
with rewards and honor for his disciples. 

This volume of testimony to last things thus 
far furnished from our Lord’s teaching, has not 
been in studied address, aimed to give an 
orderly and connected system of doctrine rela- 
tive to last things. On the contrary, these are 
casual and incidental references, dropped here 
and there in his public and private instruction, 
and without any semblance of mystical or 
apocalyptical setting such as marks the close of 
the New Testament canon. 


XI 
OUR LORD’S CLOSING MESSAGE 


CAREFUL study of the latter part of the 
A gospels will show that Christ’s last days, 

the last week in particular, were days of 
intense and absorbing activity. He was espe- 
cially active in public address, and in his private 
instruction to his disciples. About one third of 
the gospel of Matthew has to do with these clos- 
ing days, for the most part with the last week, 
which ended with his crucifixion, <A similar 
portion of the gospel of St. John was instruction 
that Christ uttered during that cil Passover 
evening. 

As a part of these activities with which he 
closed his ministry, we have his last visits to the 
temple. These were introduced by his riding 
into the city amid the acclaim of the multitude. 
In his final visit to the temple we have repeated 
efforts by the Jewish authorities to entrap him 
and get an accusation against him. Then fol- 
lows one of the most scathing denunciations 
against “‘ scribes, Pharisees, hypocrits”’ that all 
literature, sacred or profane records. After this 
burning melediction, and his pathetic reminder 
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to Jerusalem that he gladly would have gath- 
ered her children but they “would not,” he 
closes his public ministry and leaves the temple 
for the last time, and with this significant mes- 
sage: ‘ Behold, your house is left unto you deso- 
late. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.’ * 

These are the circumstances that lead to the 
asking of a great question, and to our Lord’s 
extended answer. It constitutes the most im- 
portant chapter in Christ’s teaching of last 
things, for it probably relates to the close of two 
dispensations. Happily, however, the minds 
of his disciples had been prepared for this larger 
_tevelation by his previous teaching. At least 
their question revealed some knowledge of “ the 
end of the world,” and, coupling this conception 
with the Master’s warning of the temple’s over- 
throw, they asked their two-fold question: 
“ And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the 
disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell 
us, when shall these things be? and what shall 
be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world.” ? 
~ Doubtless this question calls out a two-fold 
answer. At least Christ does not change or 
modify the question, and it is a fair surmise that 
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his answer relates to both of the involved 
features. 

That part of the discourse that related to the 
destruction of the temple was of startling inter- 
est to the Jews. He had indicated in his last 
public message in the temple the troubles that 
were to come on the city and the peopie. He 
also made this surprising and perilous affirma- 
tion, “ Verily I say unto you, all these things 
shall come upon this generation.” * The things 
here referred to were those threatened against 
the city and the temple, for they were seated 
where both were in view. When we recall that 
about thirty-seven years after this Titus and his 
Roman army wrought a terrible fulfillment of 
all that Christ had predicted against the city, it 
may well prepare us to appreciate and respect 
any utterances that still remain unfulfilled. 

There are those who claim a fulfillment of this 
whole chapter in the judgment that came to 
Jerusalem. Still others dismiss the matter from 
any serious consideration by classing our Lord’s 
discourse as merely a part of the Apocalyptic 
literature that sprang up in the first century. 
To these two classes these words of Christ can 
have no present appeal. And probably in the 
minds of most of these there is no plan for the 
future beyond the hoped-for progress of the 
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present order of things. Over against such a 
goalless, drifting race into the future, our Lord, 
happily, has portrayed a great program. 

Inasmuch as no expositor has been able to 
separate and determine just what part of our 
Lord’s discourse refers to Jerusalem, and what 
to the end of the age, we shall only follow the 
outline, and that of the main features. The first 
part of the chapter evidently applies to those 
signs that presaged the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem. There are passages, however, even here, 
that point strongly to the close of Gentile times 
for their complete fulfillment. Under these cir- 
cumstances may it not be possible that the dis- 
course has a double application, applying, in part 
at least, to the close of that Jewish age, and then 
to the close of Gentile times. At least it is ap- 
parent that a part belongs to Jerusalem, and it 
has been accepted by the great body of exposi- 
tors in the past that the latter part of the dis- 
course at least, definitely relates to the return 
of Christ at the close of the Gentile dispensa- 
tion. Both consummations are embraced in the 
question of the disciples, and it is a fair assump- 
tion that the answer relates to both. 

There is a point in the chapter where refer- 
ence to the return of Christ at the close of the 
age seems unmistakable. To meet false an- 
nouncements as to the fact and character of that 
manifestation, the great Teacher thus defines 
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the Advent revelation: “ For as the lightening 
cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto 
the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be.’ ? 

In presenting detached portions of our Lord’s 
general testimony, we are only concerned with 
those parts that show a direct bearing as gen- 
erally accepted testimony on the Second Ad- 
vent. ‘There are temptations to disgress into 
related questions, but the tracing of general 
testimony as to a return of Christ to the scenes 
of his suffering and of his spiritual triumphs, 
limits our task. 

The relation of the Advent to the close of the 
dispensation, and to events that lie beyond the 
Advent, are further stated in the following: 
“Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heaven shall be 
shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with | 
power and great glory. And he shall send his 
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the four 
winds, from. one end of heaven to the other.” ” 
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The setting here is practically the same as 
elsewhere given. Christ is not represented as 
appearing at the close of a millennial era of 
peace and spiritual conquest. The Advent as 
here depicted is preceded by conditions.in so- 
ciety and, seemingly, in the physical realm, that 
suggest unrest and upheaval rather than a mil- 
lennial reign. This at least identifies this par- 
ticular testimony as in full harmony with the 
Advent testimony thus far cited. 

Another picture of last day conditions which 
this discourse of our Lord affords, reveals the 
Advent feature as central and dominant: “ But 
as the days of Noe were, so shall also the com- 
ing of the Son of man be. For as in the days 
that were before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered into the ark. And 
knew not until the flood came, and took them all 
away; so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be.” * 

If we turn to Luke’s account of this same dis- 
course we shall find a still more vivid portrayal 
of world conditions in the last day, and here 
again the Advent setting appears: “ And there 
shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in 
the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, 
with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 
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Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for look- 
ing after those things which are coming on the 
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 
And then shall they see the Son of man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory.” * 

The same climax is reached here as in similar 
passages. The Son of man is manifested “in a 
cloud with power and great glory.” The con- 
ditions stated furnish the setting of the passage, 
but the central truth of it all is that Christ re- 
turns to our world and that he is seen of men. 

It may be well at this point to again raise the 
question, as to the real intent of our Lord in 
giving this teaching to his disciples. His por- 
trayal through much of the discourse is vivid 
to the point of being picturesque and startling. 
Because of these characteristics, our Lord’s 
teaching on last things has been classed by a 
new school of exegetes, as Apocalyptical, or be- 
longing in a class with the book of Revelation. 
This usually means that the teaching of Christ 
in the field of last things is dismissed from 
serious consideration and ceases to be effective. 
In view of this, the matter of understanding and 
interpreting Christ’s Advent teaching may have 
a very practical bearing on believers. 

How then shall we receive the teaching of our 
Lord as recorded in this famous discourse to the 
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disciples? Was he using the terminology and 
the mystical glamour of the Apocalypse, or was 
he dealing with fact in great unfoldings that 
were to come, and much of which is still future? 
A few of the reasons that suggest the latter view 
deserve our attention. 

1. We are influenced to place a high estimate 
on Christ’s forecast of the close of Gentile times, 
in view of the testimony which he bore regard- 
ing the close of the Jewish age. His prophetic 
vision in correctly predicting the Jewish over- 
throw, and not without touches of the startling 
and spectacular, should prepare us for a similar 
forecast of Gentile times. The one is hardly 
more remarkable than the other. The divine 
Christ who could foretell the improbable ex- 
perience of overthrow and dire humiliation that 
came in that very generation to the Jews, could 
read by the same power of divine, prophetic 
vision the fact and order of far more distant 
events. Surely the forecast of Jerusalem’s over- 
throw and its down treading through long cen- 
turies, had a very real and literal realization. 
Shall not that same word, pledged for the ac- 
complishment of still greater things at the end 
of this age, be proven the word that “ shall not 
pass away.” 

2. Another consideration favors our taking 
Christ’s Advent testimony in this discourse at 
its apparent face value. This is the fact that 
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while more elaborate and connected, it is fully 
supported by the general tenor of his previous 
teaching. Infact his Second Advent seems to 
have held a definite and necessary place in his 
scheme of the future. Throughout the body of 
his earlier teaching, there are glimpses of an 
unfolding plan of judgment, of separation of 
classes, and with rewards and retribution. Into 
that scheme of great and decisive events the 
Advent of “the Judge of quick and dead” fits 
in an orderly and completing way. It is to be 
seen, therefore, that the teaching of last things 
in Christ’s great discourse, is not an extraneous, 
unrelated feature that has been unaccountably 
thrown into the sum of his teaching. Instead, 
it is the orderly climax and consummation of 
“a divine purpose for the world. Without the 
Second Advent and its related concomitant 
events, the world and the church would seem 
to be drifting into a future that was devoid of 
goal or assured destiny. 

38. Probably the main ground for opposition 
to the literal method of interpretation as applied 
te this discourse, is in the fact that its unfoldings 
are so much in the realm of the supernatural. 
This objection, however, with equal force, ap- 
plies to the doctrine of the incarnation and to 
his rising from the dead. When we require that 
the doctrine of Christ’s Second Advent be re- 
duced to a mere spiritual manifestation, and 


OUR LORD’S CLOSING MESSAGE 105 


divested of all reality because it is out of the 
order of natural things, we shall find it only a 
short step to deny the miraculous and the super- 
natural in connection with his first Advent 
manifestation. After one accepts the narrative 
of the gospels, Christ’s conception, miracles, 
and resurrection, with all that is taught and im- 
plied as to his divinity, the doctrine of a return 
in glory to the world where he suffered in shame 
should not be an excessive tax on Christian 
faith. 

Careful study will show that a personal mani- 
festation of Christ, in a judgment and consum- 
mation setting is the gradually unfolded plan of 
the New Testament. As already shown, this 
outcome is dimly foreshadowed in the Old 
Testament. The revelation of a divine king- 
dom, persuasive in appeal and spiritual in its 
unfolding and progress, but issuing in a re- 
deemed host of willing subjects, and in an actual 
and universal dominion for the “ King of kings,” 
seems to be the Bible order. 

There still remains much in this great dis- 
course that would be relevant, but we are only 
tracing an outline. In the latter part our Lord 
furnishes two parables which continue and sup- 
plement the teaching. The return of the bride- 
groom and of the householder are central in 
these parables. The lesson unmistakably con- 
veyed by the Master is shown in this summing 
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up of the second: ‘‘ When the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory; And before him shall be gathered all 
nations; and he shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from 
the goats.” ? | 

When we recall that this is among our Lord’s 
very last utterances to his disciples ere he en- 
tered upon the experiences of his betrayal, it is 
difficult to conceive that he was doing other 
than dealing openly and frankly. He was in the 
last hours of his ministry and fellowship with 
his disciples, and in the very shadow of the 
cross. Such a moment was not a happy occa- 
sion for laying before them an apocalyptical 
mirage that was to mislead them and the church 
into an Advent expectation that was never to 
have real and tangible fulfillment. 

If we move on into his last evening, and to 
the holy Communion which he then established, 
we have a still later testimony which relates to 
the kingdom and the fellowship of the future: 
“But I say unto you, I will not drink hence- 
forth of this fruit of the vine, until that day 
when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom.” ” 

Though this inauguration of the service was 
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entirely new, our Lord points once more that 
kingdom goal of the future which he had so 
often expressed in his teaching. 

Amid the trial shadows of the next day,, 
Christ once more draws aside for the moment | 
the curtains of the future. This time it is for | 
Caiaphas, in answer to his question as to. 
whether or not the prisoner before him was the 
Son of God; “ Hereafter shall ye see the Son of 
man sitting Ofi’the right-hand of power and com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven.” *} 

Surrounded by his enemies, on trial for his 
life, and importuned by the high priest as to his 
divine sonship, Christ gave this reply. If there 
was any temptation to resort to apocalyptical 
imagery and fancy in teaching the people or 
instructing his followers, we should hardly ex- 
pect use of the method before the bar of judg- 
ment where he stood. But even here the ac- 
cused Son of God again drew the Advent por- 
trayal, already familiar to his disciples, but new 
and strange to Caiaphas. 

The very last gleam from his own testimony, 
comes from his after resurrection life in the 
commission he gave his disciples in the moun- 
tain in Galilee, “ Lo, I am with you alway even 
unto the end of the world.” ? 

Beyond this is yet one more witness that de- 
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serves a place in the period of Christ’s earth 
life. This is the announcement which the angels 
made at the time of his ascension. ‘‘ Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” * 

If we grant that this is a true record, and 
that the angels made this announcement, then 
we have still another authority which adds its 
witness to the doctrine of last things. These 
heavenly visitants, who speak from the higher 
view point, announce a return of Christ that 
shall be “in like manner” as he was seen to 
ascend, 

This passage must close the Advent testi- 
mony that was offered during Christ’s sojourn 
on earth. In connection with the above words 
he ascended, and his personal witness to the 
great truths he had enunciated was closed. 

The relation of Christ’s testimony, especially 
to all that followed, is important. He evidently 
was familiar with all that the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures had said on the question of last things. 
To what extent that testimony had shaped and 
prompted his own larger witness is not revealed. 
Certain it is that the Old Testament intima- 
tions of Messianic times and of the mysterious 
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unfolding of far off ages came to a clearer and 
more orderly expression in the teaching of 
Christ. He also taught features that had re- 
ceived little or no expression in the Old Testa- 
ment. Indeed his teaching embraces a fairly 
clear and orderly plan for the close of the dis- 
pensation and for the kingdom era that is to 
follow. 

A further evidence of the character of Christ’s 
Advent teaching will be found in the teaching 
which has been left us by the apostles. Through 
the period of his active ministry Christ was their 
teacher in private intercourse and in public ad- 
dress. How much they were influenced by this 
teaching will in part appear from the later 
Christian activities of the next few decades, and 
from the canonical epistles. 


XII 
PERIOD OF (THE MACTS 


F the three synoptic gospels it is generally 

conceded that Mark was written first. It 

is placed first in order by the Twentieth 
Century New Testament, and is followed by 
Matthew and Luke. The gospel of John doubt- 
less belongs to a period considerably later. Just 
when the three synoptics were written is unde- 
termined. Some authorities place the writing 
of Mark as late as a. p. 55, and Matthew and 
Luke five years later. It is more than probable 
that these dates are too late. Matthew who 
wrote out of his personal experience as an 
apostle, and Mark who may have written under 
Peter’s promptings, would be likely to furnish 
their narratives at earlier dates. 

Luke was a Gentile convert to the new faith 
and companioned with Paul during much of his 
missionary journeyings. After others had writ- 
ten concerning “those things which are most 
surely believed among us,” and probably the 
gospels of Matthew and Mark had appeared, 
Luke thus sets forth his reason for writing the 
gospel that bears his name: “ It seemed good to 
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me also, having had perfect understanding of all 
things from the very first, to write unto thee in 
order, most excellent Theophilus.”* Reputed 
to have been trained as a physician, Luke gave 
to the world an invaluable heritage in this 
gospel. 

Later, out of his definite knowledge of begin- 
nings of the Christian church, grew a second 
volume from his pen—The Acts of the Apostles. 
The identification of the author of Acts is defi- 
nitely assured by its opening lines—‘ The 
former treatise have I made, O Theopholis.” 
Without doubt the writer of the gospel of Luke 
is also the author of Acts of the Apostles, and of 
the high value that attaches to both there can 
be no question. 

This fascinating story of earliest church his- 
tory commences with the ascension of Christ 
and is then projected onward from that point. 
Taking up the sacred narrative in a. p. 33 and 
reaching to St. Paul’s arrival in Rome at, ap- 
proximately a. p. 68, this record of the Acts of 
the Apostles covers a span of nearly thirty 
years. In the first part of the book, Peter is the 
central figure; in the latter and larger part St. 
Paul and his companions, Luke among them, 
hold the centre of the stage. 

Our concern with the book in this study has 
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to do with its testimony of last things. We shall. 
find, however, that the book is given less to doc- 
trinal teaching and more to the expanding ac- 
tivities of the apostles and their co-laborers. 
The period of three decades is tense with Chris- 
tian and missionary service in city and town 
through many countries. The narrative that 
centers first around Peter and then around Paul, 
unfolds one of the most active and dramatic 
periods of church history. But even here we 
have casual references to the eschatology of 
the Great Master that are emphatic and un- 
mistakable. 

The commanding feature of the opening chap- 
ters of the book is the Pentecostal period. And 
this came in direct fulfillment of Christ’s 
promise to send the Comforter.’ This is re- 
corded by John in several chapters, and with 
considerable detail.” In this announcement the 
Comforter is personified and “ he” becomes the 
one who reproves of sin, and guides into truth, 
and glorifies Christ. 

For this manifestation the disciples were defi- 
nitely commanded to tarry in Jerusalem. And 
the gracious fulfillment came on the day of 
Pentecost. It was, indeed, an outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, and three thousand souls were con- 
verted. It was the birth of the Christian church, 
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a mighty effusion of spiritual power. It moved 
that whole Eastern country and later conquered 
the empire of the West. 

In view of the fact that the Spirit was repre- 
sented by John as the manifestation of a person, 
and because of the character and magnitude of 
the new spiritual era that was inaugurated, there 
have been those—and they are numerous in the 
twentieth century—who teach that Pentecost 
was the fulfillment of Christ’s predictions re- 
garding his second Advent. It is claimed that 
Christ’s Advent teaching finds its fulfillment in 
a spiritual rather than in a personal manifesta- 
tion. According to this school of teaching 
Christ came in the Pentecost experience, and 
has ever been coming in like effusions of spir- 
itual power. 

It is not our purpose to consider the argu- 
ments that are urged for or against this view. 
Our one purpose is to note the subsequent 
teaching of the apostles as to last things. That 
view which they evidently held, as revealed in 
their utterances after Pentecost, should indicate 
the impress which Christ’s teaching had made 
on them. And if the disciples had regarded 
Pentecost as the fulfillment of Christ’s Second 
Advent teaching, it is fair to assume that we 
could not expect any further testimony from 
them as toa return of Christ. Realizing the full 
import and importance of the new spiritual era 
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that had dawned, it will be interesting to trace 
that view of last things that is revealed by the 
apostles’ teaching through subsequent decades. 

Did the doctrine of a return of Christ and of a 
Day of Judgment characterize apostolic teach- 
ing beyond the day of Pentecost? The answer 
is vital in present studies of the Second Advent. 

,In our study of the prophecy of Joel we have 
already considered that remarkable, composite 
testimony recorded in Peter’s sermon on the 
day of Pentecost.* Peter pointed to the out- 
pouring of the Spirit as the fulfillment, in part 
at least, of Joel’s prediction.? Another part 
seems unmistakably to point to Second Advent 
scenes. 

In another of Peter’s addresses given soon 
after, we have a significant reference to last 
things with a returning Christ the dominant 
feature. This was delivered to hostile Jews and 
to the wondering multitude after the lame man 
had been healed at the gate of the temple. 
“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, when the times 
of refreshing shall come from the presence of 
the Lord; And he shall send Jesus Christ, which 
before was preached unto you: Whom the 
heaven must receive until the times of restitu- 
tion of all things, which God hath spoken by the 
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mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began.”? | 

Almost in the very spirit and fervor of Pente- 
cost Peter cites the era of spiritual awakening 
and “ refreshing,’ and then points the time 
when the heavens that now retain the Christ 
shall give him back in some era of restitution, 
Much as he must have been impressed by the ex- 
perience of Pentecost, neither the power or the 
promise of the awakening eclipsed or dimmed 
the apostle’s expectation of a returning Christ. 

A further testimony from Peter comes prob- 
ably four or five years later. Cornelius, an offi- 
cer of the Roman army of occupation, a devout 
and God-fearing man, had sent for him, Re- 
sponding he journeyed to Caesarea to meet the 
new inquirer and impart the needed instruction. 
In his address on that occasion he affirms that 
God had raised Christ from the dead, and he 
then declares, “ And he commanded us to preach 
unto the people, and to testify that it is he 
which was ordained of God to be the Judge of 
quick and dead.” ” 

Here the great apostle, who had received in- 
struction throughout his Master’s ministry, re- 
verts to the doctrine of future judgment. He 
also affirms that the apostles were definitely 
commissioned to preach and testify that Christ 
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was ordained of God to be the judge of quick 
and dead. This is a definite recognition of 
Christ as Judge in the final assize, presumably at 
the “last day.”” And one may easily infer from 
the language used that Christ had instructed 
and commissioned his disciples beyond what is 
written in the gospels. ) 

Turning to the later chapters of Acts, we find 
that St. Paul, rather than Peter is. the center of 
recorded Christian activities. ‘The following un- 
mistakable testimony to last things is from his 
address to the Athenians: “ And the times of 
this ignorance God winked at; but now com- 
mandeth all men everywhere to repent: Because 
he hath appointed a day, in which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by that man whom 
he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assur- 
ance unto all men, in that he hath raised him 
from the dead.”* How does this doctrine of 
final judgment, administered by “that man” 
who was raised from the dead, comport with the 
school of modern teaching which challenges any 
open manifestation of Christ as Judge, and 
frankly or tacitly denies the teaching of a future 
judgment? 


1 Acts 17:30, 31, 


XIII 
THE CANONICAL EPISTLES 


E, have now reached in this survey 
of Adventual teaching the canonical 
epistles. Of these the letters of St. Paul 
form the larger part. Even if we exclude He- 
brews, we still have thirteen from him, ranging 
from Romans the longest to Philemon the 
shortest. As to order, these epistles of Paul 
seem to have been placed first in the canon of 
epistles. The Twentieth Century New Testa- 
ment places James first in the order of writing. 
This matter is not important, for their claimed 
order in writing was not the only reason for 
giving the Pauline epistles first place. Doubt- 
less they were accorded that honor, in part at 
least, from their number and importance, and 
by reason of the wide reputation which their 
author enjoyed. It is also certain that when the 
second epistle of Peter was written, Paul’s 
epistles were current among the churches, and 
probably widely known.'* 
The Pauline epistles probably range as to 
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time of writing from around a. p. 50 to A. D. 66. 
It seems to be an accepted opinion that the 
earliest of St. Paul’s letters were addressed to 
the Thessalonians. The first is assigned to 
A. D. 52 by the Twentieth Century New Testa- 
ment. The last of his epistles—2 Timothy— 
was written not long before his death, and is 
assigned by good authority to a. p. 66. 

From this it will appear that Paul’s first letter 
to Thessalonica was written some eighteen or 
twenty years after Pentecost, and his last letter 
to Timothy reaches to within three or four years 
of the overthrow of Jerusalem by Titus. The 
relation which the whole body of epistles has 
to these two events is important. Inasmuch as 
the claim is made by some that Christ’s predic- 
tions of a Second Advent were fulfilled in the 
great spiritual awakening that came with Pente- 
cost, it will be our purpose to trace that large 
volume of Advent testimony that was given 
long after Pentecost. That testimony, com- 
mencing around A. D. 50, or nearly twenty years 
after Pentecost, ran on through the latter half 
of the first Christian century. Certainly, if the 
Advent testimony of the three synoptic gospels 
was fulfilled at Pentecost, then the predictions 
of a’return of Christ should close with Pente- 
cost. That it did not cease we hope to show in 
subsequent pages. 

Before noting the Pauline testimony, we de- 
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sire to call attention to the author of these let- 
ters. And here we shall not be departing from 
beaten paths when we class him, intellectually, 
as a master mind. He was schooled in every- 
thing that was worth while in Hebrew learn- 
ing. He had also been given a broader culture, 
and was equally well fitted to minister to a few 
women by the river bank, or to stand in manly, 
heroic defense before Jew or Greek, nobles and 
kings. Wherever tested, and from whatever 
side we may view him, he bears all the marks of 
keen, intellectual power. 

If Christ had made use of a type of apocalyp- 
tical teaching, and had confused and misled 
some of his humbler disciples, Paul was not a 
probable victim for that kind of an experience. 
He possessed a clear, analytical mind that was 
not likely to be misled as to the real import of 
Christ’s teaching. He was perfectly familiar 
with the apocalyptical literature of that and of 
previous centuries. No man was better pre- 
pared to judge of Christ’s Advent teaching, as to 
whether it was veiled and mystical, or to be re- 
ceived literally and on its face value. Removed 
as he was about twenty years beyond Pente- 
cost, he was able to take an unbiased view of 
that period, and all that was involved in it. | 

Surely if Pentecost was a fulfillment of — 
Christ’s Second Advent predictions, no man was 
more likely to apprehend it than St. Paul. He 


120 THE RETURN OF CHRIST 


was keenly sensitive to deeper spiritual mean- 
ings. If Christ’s Advent teaching was intended 
for a mere spiritual application, applying solely 
to the earthly triumphs of the church, St. Paul’s 
was the mind most likely to catch that deeper 
import, and to so interpret that difficult phase 
of teaching to his followers. Instead of that 
mystical application, we have Paul repeating 
Christ’s judgment and Advent teaching and 
passing it on to the Gentile churches. The esti- 
mate which Paul placed on Christ’s announce- 
ment of a Second Advent, of resurrection, and of 
final judgment, will best be shown by the testi- 
mony which his epistles afford. 


XIV 
PAULINE TESTIMONY 


\ N [ITH the year a. v. 33 as the period of 
the crucifixion, the ascension, of Pente- 
cost, and probably of Paul’s conversion, 
we have the opening of a new spiritual era and 
the beginnings of the Christian church. Thirty- 
seven years beyond this point, or a. p. 70, we 
have the destruction of Jerusalem, the scatter- 
ing of the Jewish people and the complete over- 
throw of their civil and religious polity. Mid- 
way between the two, or around A. D. 52, we 
have the beginning of the Pauline epistles. At 
this vantage point Paul furnishes both glimpses 
and then clear cut statements of the Advent 
teaching which he had received from our Lord’s 
disciples. Following their supposed order, we 
shall consider the first epistle to the church at 
Thessalonica, the ancient city now identified 
with our modern Salonica, so prominent in the 
late war. 

In each one of the five chapters of this first 
epistle we have reference to the return of Christ, 
or to related features of that final consumma- 
tion. At the close of the first chapter he thus 
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cites their conversion and their entrance upon 
a new order: “ Ye turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God; And to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come.” * 

It appears from this that the Thessalonians 
were not only radically saved from the old life, 
but they acquired a new hope and expectation, 
and that hope is clearly expressed in the 
passage. 

Those who divided the epistles into chapters 
were happy in their division of this epistle. 
They made Paul’s Advent teaching the climax 
of each chapter. He thus closes the second: 
“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of re- 
joicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?” ? 

Commending them to God, and wishing them 
further enlargement, he thus closes the third 
chapter: “To the end he may stablish your 
hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even 
our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ with all his saints.” ® 

The latter part of the fourth chapter perhaps 
contains his most direct and important testi- 
mony. At least it is more in detail and covers 
various related points: “ But I would not have 
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you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them — 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as © 
others which have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. For this we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
them which are asleep. For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.” * 

With the above really belong the opening © 
verses of the following and last chapter. “ But 
of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have 
no need that I write unto you. For yourselves 
know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night. For when they 
shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden de- 
struction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape. 
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that the 
day should overtake you as a thief.” ® 
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Towards the close of the chapter Paul com- 
mends them to God in these very earnest and 
tender words: “And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ + 

The Thessalonians were taught the Advent 
expectation, and they served and wrought under 
the inspiration of that great hope. It is some- 
times charged that the doctrine of Christ’s re- 
turn is not conducive to a vigorous, ideal Chris- 
tian life. But over against this claim one may 
cite the Thessalonian church. Paul probably 
commends them more highly than any other 
group. His words of warm praise will be found 
in the first chapter, and elsewhere in the 
epistle. 

Paul also opens his second epistle to the Thes- 
salonians with warm commendations, And this 
is the cause of his great joy “because that 
your faith groweth exceedingly, and the 
charity of every one of you all toward each 
other aboundeth; so that we ourselves glory 
in you.’? ‘Then he touches the same great 
theme to which he had given such prominence 
in the former epistle: “And to you who are 
troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
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in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 
When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe (be- 
cause our testimony among you was believed) 
in that day.” * 

It seems quite probable from the second chap- 
ter that this church had been unduly impressed 
by the first letter as to the nearness of Christ’s 
return. ‘To correct that impression Paul gives 
the following admonition: “.Now we beseech 
you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 
That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by 
letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at 
hand. Let no man deceive you by any means: 
for that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be re- 
vealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or 
that is worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in 
the temple of God, showing himself that he is 
Gods i 


In correcting their too eager-faith, Paul in no 
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way reverses or diminishes the fact and weight 
of all previous testimony. If the predictions of 
a Second Advent had been open to a mystical 
of spiritual interpretation, this would have been 
an appropriate time to have set these earnest, 
sincere believers right. The above message, 
however, while providing for a delay in the Ad- 
vent program, suggests no change for the pro- 
gram itself, 


The closing chapter carries the usual words 
of greeting and exhortation, and then, prompted 
perhaps, by the predicted delay, he again com- 
mends them to the same hope: “ And the Lord 
direct your hearts into the love of God, and into 
the patient waiting for Christ.’ ? 

This closes the testimony to the church at 
Thessalonica. It constitutes the largest and 
most direct Advent testimony which St. Paul 
gave to a single church. It clearly shows that 
at this particular period, about twenty years 
after Pentecost, Christ’s teaching had not been 
forgotten, nor had it at all undergone that mys- 
tical transformation with which a modern school 
of belief is seeking to envelope the question. 
On the contrary, Paul is giving Christ’s Advent 
teaching a literal setting and the prestige of his 
own unquestioning advocacy. 


12 Thess. 3:5. 
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GALATIANS 


Probably the next in order of Paul’s epistles 
was that to the church at Galatia. This is al- 
most wholly taken up with the burning ques- 
tions of those times, among them the relation 
of Jew and Gentile in the newly established 
Christian churches. ‘There was a constant tend- 
ency, under the pressure of the time, for Jewish 
Christians to lapse back from Christian broad- 
ness of fellowship toward Jewish narrowness. 
Against this tendency Paul was ever exerting 
his influence, and this aim is nowhere more 
manifest than in his epistle to the Galatians. 
He is engrossed with the theme, and quite to 
the exclusion of any important Advent witness. 


CORINTHIANS 


The epistles to the church in Corinth were 
probably next in order. Nor are they without 
an Advent and related testimony. In the open- 
ing chapter of the first letter, Paul gives this 
incidental but significant reference: “ Who shall 
also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Chrst.” * 

In another chapter he warns against passing 
our fallible judgments, and then points the 
far off goal of ultimate righteous judgment: 


£4).Cor,i 1:8: 
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“ Therefore judge nothing before the time, until 
the Lord come, who both will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkness, and will make mani- 
fest the counsels of the hearts; and then shall 
every man have praise of God.’ * 

Later Paul corrected some abuses that had 
crept into their observance of the Holy Com- 

qnunion. ‘To save them from a base and un- 

worthy ideal in observing the service, he cites 
its higher and more spiritual significance: “ For 
as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.” ? 

The fifteenth chapter carries Paul’s masterly 
argument on resurrection. He first presents 
the fact of Christ’s actual resurrection. On that 
certified demonstration of resurrection power, 
Paul predicates the doctrine of a final resurrec- 
tion of the dead. And with that great unfolding 
he places its companion event, the return of 
.. Christ: “But every man in his own order: Christ 
the first fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s 
at his coming. Then cometh the end, when he 
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father; when he shall have put down 
all rule, and all authority and power. For he 
must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death.’ 


12: Cor.' 4:5. 22 Cor. 11:26, 3.1. Cor. 1523-26, 
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Later he puts the same consummation truth 
in more definite and spectacular form: “ Be- 
loved, I shew you a mystery; we shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” * 

It seems almost out of place to detach these 
passages from a chapter that deserves to be 
taken as a whole. It is a chapter on final resur- 
rection grouped around the trump of awaken- 
ing, and the manifestation of Christ at the end 
of the age. It is in exact harmony with the es- 
chatology which Christ taught, and Paul ampli- 
fies the teaching, making it the hope of the 
church and a consummation to be devoutly 
desired, 

In the second epistle to the Corinthians there 
is much less that relates definitely to the Second 
Advent, or to final judgment. We have this 
passage, however, which fully harmonizes with 
Paul’s general teaching: “ For we must all ap-_ 
pear before the judgment seat of Christ; that | 
every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad.” ” 


ROMANS 
The epistle to the Romans is assigned to A. D. 


PT Con toni, Se). 42: Cor, 5:10; 
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56 by the Twentieth Century New Testament, 
but the chronology accompanying the King 
James version makes it as late as a. p. 60. We 
are still following the probable order in which 
the epistles appeared. ‘This letter to the be- 
lievers in Rome is given to consideration of the 
deeper doctrinal questions that were engaging 
attention at that time. Paul’s reference here to 
Advent and future judgment are rather more 
casual and veiled than in some other epistles. 
But these point unmistakably to that great con- 
summation that ever held so large a place in his 
thought and teaching. 

In the second chapter these two passages un- 
doubtedly refer to future judgment. “ But, after 
thy hardness and impenitent heart, treasurest 
up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God; Who will render to every man according 
to his deeds... . In the day when God shall 
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ accord- 
ing to my gospel.” ? 

_ Like this great Master Teacher, Paul does not 
spend time to argue a future judgment. In his 
mind the concept of judgment is fundamental, 
and it appears here and there in his teaching as 
a matter generally accepted. 
In another and more extended passage Paul 


1 Rom, 2:5, 6, 16. 
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reveals his view regarding the present order of 
things, and the change that is awaited: “ For I 
reckon that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to. be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest 
expectation of the creature waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of God. For the crea- 
ture was made subject to vanity, not willingly, 
but by reason of him who hath subjected the 
same in hope: Because the creature itself also 
shall be delivered from the bondage of corrup- 
tion into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. For we know that the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 
now. And not only they, but ourselves also, 
which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
Body : 

The proper attitude for the church, in view of 
that great expectation, is given in another pas- 
sage: “ And that, knowing the time, that now 
it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now 
is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 
The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us 
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let 
us put on the armour of light.” ? 

One more passage will complete our survey 


1 Rom. 8:18-23. 2 Rom. 13:11, 12. 
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of this epistle. It combines the general Bible 
view of future judgment, with the added New 
Testament representation of Christ acting as 
judge: “ But why dost thou judge thy brother? 
or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for 
we shall all stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ.” * . 

These glimpses out of St. Paul’s deeper doc- 
trinal teaching suggest, that though he was 
writing some eight or ten years later than his 
letter to the Thessalonians, his view of last 
things had undergone no perceptible change. 
That vision of a great consummation period un- 
derlies and permeates the whole structure of his 
writings. 


OTHER EPISTLES 


The three epistles, Ephesians, Philippians and 
Colossians, are properly grouped together, for 
they are supposed to have been written about 
the same time. ‘The first of these, has this in- 
direct reference to the consummation: “ And 
grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye 
are sealed unto the day of redemption.” * 

Galatians, as already stated, has no direct and 
important Advent teaching. 

The epistle to the Philippians has both direct 
and relevant testimony. In the first chapter we 


1 Rom. 14:10. 2 Eph. 4:30. 


PAULINE TESTIMONY 133 
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have reference to the “day,” so often referred 
to in both Old and New Testaments: “ Being 
confident of this very thing, that he which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ.” * / 

In the next chapter we have a passage which 
at least by implication carries the common Ad- 
vent teaching. While it is susceptible of a spirit- 
ual interpretation, the whole passage lends it- 
self to that volume of Advent teaching that ap- 
pears in so many forms of expression and shades 
of meaning: “ Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth.” ? 

In the third chapter we have the practical 
bearing of Advent teaching to chaste conversa- 
tion and conduct, and the whole linked with a 
final redemption of the body. “For our con- 
versation is in heaven; from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according 
to the working whereby he is able even to sub- 
due all things unto himself.” ® 

In the last chapter we have an admonition 
that appears in varying forms: “ Let your mod- 


Phil. 165.2 Phil) 2:9-11).. ? Phil. 3220; 21, 
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eration be known unto all men. The Lord is at 
hand.” * 3 

In Colossians there is this one significant pas- 
sage: “ For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God. When Christ; who is our life, 
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 
in glory.” ? 

In his epistle to Titus, Paul sets a high stand- 
ard of aim and living, and.seals it with this 
strong motive and appeal: ‘For the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all 
men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, in this present world; Look- 
ing for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ: 3.) 

This is a clear and definite statement of the 
doctrine of Christ’s return. Nor is it classed as 
a matter for casual or indifferent interest. Paul 
speaks very tenderly here of “that blessed 
hope,” giving the source of the teaching in the 
“grace of God,’ and making it the compelling 
motive for a consecrated life, lived in reference 
to the higher life to come. 

If we accept the view that Hebrews was writ- 
ten by Paul, the brief testimony of that epistle 
should be added here. Like Romans, and some 


1 Phil. 4:5. 2 Col. 3:3, 4. % Titus 2 :11-13. 
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other epistles, Hebrews is given mainly to the 
deeper doctrinal questions. Out of a later chap- 
ter, however, we have this testimony to last 
things: “ And as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ 
was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation.”? | 

Urging again the practical appeal which the 
doctrine of last things makes, we have the fol- 
lowing testimonies: “Not fforsaking the as- 
sembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one another; and so 
much the more, as ye see the day approach- 
ing.’ ... “For yet a little while, and he that 
shall come will come and will not tarry.” ” 

The above, and some less explicit references, 
suggest that Paul himself wrote the epistle. If 
not, it must have been by some one who at least 
shared his view of the consummation period. 


EPISTLES TO TIMOTHY 


We have now reached the closing years of 
Paul’s life. His first epistle to Timothy was 
probably written about a. p. 65. The second 
came later, probably a. D. 66, or but four years 
before the overthrow of Jerusalem by ‘Titus. 
This last letter is supposed to mark the close of 


1 Heb. 9:27, 28. 2 Heb. 10:25, 37. 
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Paul’s writings to the churches, for it barely 
precedes his call to stand before Nero for the 
second time. Much of the first letter relates to 
the requirements of a bishop, and to fatherly, 
personal counsel for his son in the gospel. The 
spirit and ground of this appeal is shown in the 
following: “I give thee charge in the sight of 
God, who quickeneth all things, and before 
Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate wit- 
nessed a good confession; That thou keep this 
commandment without spot, unrebukable, until 
the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” * 

In the opening chapter of the second epistle 
we have yet another reference to the “day”: 
“For I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day.” ? 

The third chapter opens with a reference to 
the “last days,” and some of the conditions that 
were to characterize that period: “ This know 
also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come. For men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 
that are good. ‘Traitors, heady, highminded, 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 


14 Tim, 6:13, 14. 22 Tim. 1:12. 
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Having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away.” * 

In the closing chapter he forces home this 
admonition upon his younger and much loved 
friend, probably then bishop of the church at 
Ephesus: “ I charge thee therefore before God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine.” * 

Later in the same chapter, after further eluci- 
dation of last day conditions, he affirms his ex- 
pectation of an early exit from life, and his hope 
of the crown and the “appearing:” “ For I am 
now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at at that day: 
and not to me only but unto all them also that 
love his appearing.” ? 

These passages out of Paul’s last epistle be- 
fore his martyrdom at Rome, seem unmistak- 
ably to show that he held to the very last, this 
faith in the Second Advent and its related un- 
foldings. And this attitude refutes the charge 


12 Tim. 3:1-5. 22 Tim. 4:1, 2. 32 Tim. 4:6-8. 
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sometimes made that between the writing of 
his first letter,to the Thessalonians, and his later 
epistles, a change had come over his views. 

There is nothing strange, in view of the many 
questions that were pressing for solution, that 
the Advent teaching is not maintained with 
equal prominence in all the epistles. We at 
least know that the first and last puts large em- 
phasis on this feature of his hope. It is also true 
that most of the remaining epistles carry the 
same teaching. Paul surely must be classed as 
an ardent believer and teacher of that system 
of eschatology which Christ taught. 


XV 
CATHOLIC EPISTLES 


URNING from the Pauline to the apos- 

tolic epistles, we have three that must be 

noted here—James, and the two epistles 
of Peter. The former epistle, is usually accred- 
ited to James the Less, a near relation of our 
Lord, and one who later had the oversight of 
the church in Jerusalem. His epistle was writ- 
ten sometime previous to A, D. 62, in which year 
he is supposed to have suffered martyrdom. In 
the last chapter he touches on the question of 
industry and finance, and friction between capi- 
tal and labor. Amid the pressure of such con- 
ditions, or anticipating prophetically their later 
development, this member of the apostolic 
group, and close companion of our Lord, gives 
the following exhortation:|“ Be patient there- 
fore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 
Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the pre- 
cious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience | 
for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. 
Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” + 


1 James 5:7, 8. 
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While the direct Advent testimony of the 
epistle is limited to this passage, this is suffi- 
cient to place James with the rest of the New 
Testament writers in holding and advocating 
that view of last things which Christ himself 
had taught them. 

According to the chronology that appears in 
our King James version of the Scriptures, the 
first epistle of Peter was written around a. D. 60. 
The ‘Twentieth Century New Testament places 
it from 65 to 68 A. p. It probably was written 
about the time of that large body of epistles 
that were given out by St. Paul. In thus writ- 
ing about three decades after Pentecost and the 
ascension of Christ, it is interesting to note the 
faith of an apostle at that late period. If Christ’s 
prophetic teaching was intended for spiritual 
realization, and if it was to find fulfillment in the 
new spiritual era that commenced at Pentecost, 
then the better understanding of that teaching 
should appear in Peter’s epistles, written thirty 
or more years later. On the other hand we find 
in the late testimony of this disciple of our Lord, 
the same Advent expectation. It appears both 
_ in clear emphatic statement, and in incidental 
reference. In the opening chapter we have the 
following: “ Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a 
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
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from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
served in heaven for you, Who are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. That the 
trial of your faith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be 
sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is 
to be brought unto you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.” * 

We have, also, three detached verses in an- 
other chapter which relate to the same theme: 
“Who shall give account to him that is ready to 
“judge the quick and the dead. . . . But the end 
of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, 
and watch unto prayer. ... But rejoice, inas- 
much as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; 
that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy.” ? 

In the last chapter, after exhorting the elders 
to faithfulness and to humble unselfish service, 
he reaches the climax of his appeal: “ And when 
the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive 
a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” ® 

The second epistle was probably written sev- 


11 Pet. 1:3, 4,5, 7, 13. 21 Pet. 4:5, 7, 13. 31 Pet. 5:4. 
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eral years later, for at this time Paul’s epistles 
were well known.* In this letter the Advent 
testimony rises into clearer and more spectacu- 
lar expression. In the first chapter he refers to 
that voice which the three favored disciples 
heard in “ the holy mount,” or at Christ’s trans- 
figuration. As even more important than that 
testimony, he cites the following: “ We have a 
more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
the daystar arise in your hearts: ’ 

In the second chapter he shows that the doc- 
trine of final judgment, as enunciated by Christ, 
still holds its place in the apostolic faith: “ The 
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptation, and to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment to be punished.” ® 

In the last chapter he seeks to stir up their 
“pure minds by way of remembrance”; wish- 
ing them to be mindful of the words spoken by 
the prophets, and “ of the commandments of us 
the apostles of the Lord and Saviour.” He then 
turns attention to some last day conditions, and 
to two great consummations: “ Knowing this 
first, that there shall come in the last days 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and say- 
ing, Where is the promise of his coming? for 


12 Pet. 3:15, 16. 22 Pet. 1:19. 32 Pet. 2:9. 
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since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of the creation. 
For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by 
the word of God the heavens were of old, and 
the earth standing out of the water and in the 
water: Whereby the world that then was, being 
overflowed with water, perished: But the 
heavens and the earth, which are now, by the 
same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire 
against the day of judgment and perdition of 
ungodly men.” * 

The apostle then more than intimates a long 
period of delay, but affirms that even that is 
“longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish.” But over against any delay, he 
affirms the certainty of the consummation, and 
some phases of its ultimate, cataclysmic char- 
acter: “ But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night; in which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and 
the works that are therein shall be burned up. 
Seeing then that all these things shall be dis- 
solved, what manner of persons ought ye to be 
in all holy conversation and godliness, looking 
for and hasting unto the coming of the day of 
God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
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fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to 
his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” * 

We have now reached the close of that apos- 
tolic testimony of Second Advent, resurrection, 
and final judgment, that preceded the cataclys- 
mic overthrow of Jerusalem and the breaking 
up of Hebrew nationalism. ‘That great crisis 
came in the successful seige waged by the Ro- 
man army in a. D. 70. The testimony that we 
have been tracing is contained within the period 
of thirty-seven years that reaches from Pente- 
cost to the fall of the Holy City. The writing 
of the great body of the epistles, however, 
covers only about sixteen or eighteen years of 
the period. In other words it is probable that 
the first of the epistles, which may have been 
either 1 Thessalonians or the Epistle of James, 
was written around a. pb. 50. Probably the 
second epistle to Timothy and the second epistle 
of Peter closed that body of writings that pre- 
ceded the overthrow of Jerusalem, and these are 
assigned to about 66 A. D. 

This survey of the Advent and judgment 
testimony of the epistles, during the period of 
their writing, shows the apostolic faith during 
the first three and one-half decades of church 
history. It demonstrates that Pentecost and 
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succeeding experiences of spiritual power and 
expansion, had not been accepted by the 
apostles or the church as fulfilling Christ’s pre- 
dictions of a Second Advent and final judgment. 
That testimony is clear and insistent into the 
very shadows of judgment that came on the 
Jewish nation. 


vd 
THE CLOSING PERIOD 


N imagination, let us now take our stand in 

that new epoch that commences with the 

end of the Jewish order. The triumph of 
the Roman army is complete. ‘Titus is victori- 
ous. The proud city, after one of the bitterest 
and most fateful sieges of history, is sacked and 
destroyed. After frightful losses that mount 
into hundreds of thousands of lives, the re- 
mainder of the people, broken in spirit and ut- 
terly humiliated, are scattered far and wide. It 
is one of the most unrelenting campaigns of 
national overthrow ever recorded. 

Added interest attaches to this terrible narra- 
tive because Christ had predicted exactly this 
outcome. He had ventured the seemingly 
hazardous assertion that the terrible destruction 
should come within the lifetime of the “ genera- 
tion”? to which his words were addressed. If 
anything is needed to convince a doubter that 
Christ saw into the future with more than hu- 
man vision and foresight it should be found in 
this remarkable fulfillment. To predict the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, and the permanent over- 
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throw of the whole nation, and then to limit its 
accomplishment to that very “ generation,” 
marks Jesus Christ as more than a mere prophet 
of the old order. | 

As Pentecost has been accepted by some as 
fulfilling, in a spiritual manifestation, the Ad- 
vent predictions of Christ, so the great cat- 
astrophy of judgment that came upon the Jews 
im A, D. 70, is hailed by others as the fulfillment. 
This view is strengthened by the fact that 
Christ, in his great discourse on last things, 
linked Jerusalem’s overthrow with the end of 
the world. At least the disciples, in their ques- 
tion to the Master, linked the two together. In 
his reply the Lord gave tokens that probably 
were to be common to both, and some, seem- 
ingly, that relate to each event separately. 

The decade that preceded this overthrow 
had been a period of persecution. During the 
time, most of the disciples had followed their 
Master to martyrdom for their Christian testi- 
mony. Paul had been killed, and James, the 
head of the church in Jerusalem, had suffered a 
like fate. In fact almost the entire number of 
disciples, Peter among them, had probably met 
martyr deaths in that early wave of persecution. 

The shock of devastation and war that 
wrought such havoc for city and nation, was 
fully shared by the Christian church. But even 
out of the group of disciples one was spared and 
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passed over into the new order—the Apostle 
John. This young man of the Master’s chosen 
group, was spared to a good old age. He not 
only survived the first persecution that had 
brought such havoc to the church, but he also 
outrode that great calamity that fell upon the 
Jewish nation. Through even two or three de- 
cades that followed the Jewish overthrow, John 
was spared. He became the one survivor of 
that historic group of disciples, and in the 
after period a cherished oracle of the Christian 
churches. 

An inquiry is again pertinent at this point. 
Did the Adventual testimony that we have 
traced from Pentecost, still survive in the later 
period after the fall of Jerusalem? Is the claim 
of some modern critics, that our Lord’s predic- 
tions of Second Advent and judgment were ful- 
filled in Jerusalem’s overthrow, sustained by a 
cessation of Advent testimony in the after 
period? The surviving churches and scattered 
believers, must have realized that the terrible 
judgment on the Jews and on their city, was an 
exact fulfillment of that part of their Lord’s pre- 
dictions that related to the Jews. But did they 
receive it as fulfilling the prediction of a return 
of Christ and the “end of the world?” If the 
latter is true, and we grant that the disciples 
had a correct understanding of Christ’s teach- 
ing, then there should be no Advent testimony 
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in the later period. What then was the surviv- 
ing faithtoef{ the church after a. p. 70? What is 
the witnhesstofithe new literature that has its rise 
in thisrperiod? With one disciple still left to 
this peviod, 'and he the “ beloved” disciple who 
compamioned with Christ, and who shared to the 
full his:close friendship and confidence, it will be 
of interest to trace his later testimony. 


GOSPEL OF JOHN 


Probably the writing of John’s gospel falls 
somewhere in this later period. One reason for 
this view is the fact that John eliminates alto- 
gether from his gospel the Lord’s famous dis- 
course on the overthrow of Jerusalem and the 
end of the age. The three gospels which his 
early companions had written were, of course, 
available, and well known to John. With his 
deeper spiritual insight, John, while following 
in the main the accepted narrative of Christ’s 
life, gives the deeper meanings of the story. 

Though eliminating the one discourse on last 
things which the other writers gave, John did 
not eliminate the Advent teaching from his 
writings. It is quite true that he does not por- 
tray the teaching of Christ on this theme with 
that vividness which preceding writers had em- 
ployed... We may account for this by the fact 
that Jerusalem’s overthrow was in the past, and 
by that more spiritual temper in which he inter- 
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prets Christ’s ministry and teaching. He now 
has the added confirmation which: Jerdsalem’s 
destruction had afforded as to Chiist'ssclaim to 
a divine Sonship. A deep and inchsive grasp of 
the spiritual significance of Christ’$ teaching 
will be found the dominant note in John’s: writ- 
ings. With his point of vision now transferred 
to the new era that followed the end of the 
Jewish world, it will be our purpose to note in 
outline such testimony to last things as his writ- 
ings in the later period afford. 

One form. in which John puts his teaching is 
unique, and characteristic of his gospel. It is 
the declaration which he repeats from Christ, 
as to the final union of all believers with their 
Lord: “ If any man serve me, let him follow me; 
and where I am, there shall also my servant 
be:”* “Father, I will that they also, whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where I am; 
that they may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given me,” * 

Other passages more clearly reveal the pro~ 
cess by which this is to be realized: “ And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where 
Iam, there ye may be also. . . . I will not leave 
you comfortless: I will come to you.... Ye 
have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and 


1 John 12:26. 2 John 17:24. 
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come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would 
rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: 
for my Father is greater than I.”? 

There follows at the close of the canon of the 
epistles the three general epistles of John. 
These were probably written eighteen or twenty 
years after the destruction of Jerusalem. They 
constitute the very latest of the epistles, and the 
final word in this form of apostolic testimony. 
The fact that these epistles reflect the apostolic 
faith in so late a period, adds much to their value. 

In the second chapter of the first epistle, after 
giving much practical teaching, and noting the 
transitory nature of the present order of things, 
we have the following: “ Little children, it is the 
last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist 
shall come, even now are there many anti- 
christs; whereby we know that it is the last 
time,” 

Another passage of the same chapter does not 
suggest that John accepted the destruction of 
the Jewish polity as the Second Advent of 
Christ: “ And now, little children, abide in him; 
that, when he shall appear, we may have confi- 
dence, and not be ashamed before him at his 
coming.” ? 

In harmony with these, and with the general 
tenor of New Testament teaching, we have the 


1John 14:3, 18, 28. 21 John 2:18. 21 John 2:28, 
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following unmistakable witness: “ Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet ap- 
pear what we shall be: but we know that when 
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is. And every man that 
hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as 
he is pure.” * 

This constitutes one of the clearest and most 
emphatic testimonies which the New Testament 
affords. That it comes so late in the first Chris- 
tian century, and from the only remaining dis- 
ciple, gives it unique and significant value. ‘The | 
words show that the teachers and the church of 
this late period, had not at all discarded the Ad- 
vent hope and expectation. On the contrary, 
that hope was made the basis of a strong spir- 
itual appeal. 

There remains but one more book for consid- 
eration, the last of the canon—Revelation. It is 
not our purpose to consider at length the inner 
testimony of the book. Its peculiar style, its 
symbolism and quaint imagery put it quite in a 
separate class from the other books of the New 
Testament. It has considerable in common with 
the book of Daniel, and much that may relate to 
the consummation, but we shall omit this from 
our survey, merely noting the opening and clos- 
ing messages of the book. 


11 John 3:2, 3. 
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Remembering that there are varying claims 
as to the time when the Revelation appeared, 
we follow the chronology quite generally ac- 
cepted, the writing of the book was probably as 
late as during the last decade of the century, 
possibly a. p. 96. At this point we are a quarter 
of a century past the close of Jewish national 
history, and over sixty years beyond the ascen- 
sion and Pentecost. What testimony have we 
in this sunset hour of the first Christian century? 

Addressing the seven churches of Asia, and in 
truth all the Christian churches of that and of 
later periods, and, seemingly, in plain. matter- 
cf-fact language rather than in mysticism or 
symbolism, John gives this ringing Advent 
challenge: “Behold, he cometh with clouds: 
and every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” ? 

In the closing chapter also, we have testi- 
monies that seem open and direct: “ Behold, I 
come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the 
sayings of the prophecy of this book.” ? 

The message is repeated, and with features 
that surely identify it with the consummation 
period: “ And, behold, I come quickly; and my 
reward is with me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be. I am Alpha and Omega, 


1 Rev. 1:7. 2 Rev. 22:7. 
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the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 
Blessed are they that do his commandments, 
that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city.” * 

Then comes the closing message of the book: 
“ He which testifieth these things saith, Surely 
I come quickly.” ’ 

These words constitute the closing message 
of the Sacred Scriptures, and the last that has 
been recorded from the Head of the church. 
This fitting close—“ Surely I come quickly,” to- 
gether with the other passages quoted, make 
up a testimony that is distinctly and unmistak- 
ably Adventual. It is a fitting climax of the 
testimony that runs from the Great Teacher in 
Galilee, on through his church, nor is it dimmed 
in the closing hour of the first Christian century. 


1 Rev. 22:12-14, 2 Rev. 22:20. 


XVII 
SOME CONCLUSIONS 


FE, have traced in rapid survey the more 

definite and outspoken testimony of the 

Bible relative to last things. Much in- 
direct testimony might be added, but it would 
only be confirmatory of the clearer body of evi- 
dence. It seems clear that a large volume of 
Old Testament prediction had its fulfillment in 
the life and death of Christ, and in the world 
wide expansion of his gospel. It is also evident 
that another portion of Old Testament predic- 
tion is still future and relates to the close of this 
gospel age. These unique features, not made 
clear in the Old Testament, found an important 
place and a far clearer elucidation in the teach- 
ings of Christ. He sounded a clearer note for 
the eschatology of the future, and passed this 
body of teaching on to his disciples, and to his 
church. \ 

That system of faith which he gave the dis- 
ciples, had for its dominant note the doctrines 
of a personal return, resurrection, and a day of 
judgment, with retribution for sin, and rewards 
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for righteousness. This body of teaching was 
passed on to the churches by the disciples. The 
teaching took definite form in the faith of the 
early church, and in time was crystalized in the 
historic creeds of the church universal. 

Origen, Daniel Whitby, and others in increas- 
ing numbers, have held an opposing view. 
These claim to find in Pentecost and its spir- 
itual conquests, or in the end of Hebrew nation- 
alism, or in the providential unfoldings of the 
centuries a fulfillment of Advent predictions. 
This school of belief has greatly increased in 
our time, and it has challenged almost every 
fundamental of the Christian faith. 

This tremendous tide of doubt is our apology 
for this survey. It has seemed fitting, under 
the circumstances, to review the Advent testi- 
mony of the Book, the better to understand both 
its volume and its significance. In doing this it 
has seemed well to divide the testimony, and 
follow it in the several periods. Especially was 
it needful to carefully review that fundamental 
witness which our Lord gave to Advent teach- 
ing during his earthly ministry. 

Then, in view of the reasonable assumption 
that the Advent testimony should have ceased 
at Pentecost if that was the fulfillment of Ad- 
vent prediction, it was pertinent to enquire as 
to any testimony subsequent to Pentecost. For 
a like reason it was of interest to learn if any 
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witness to the Second Advent was given after 
the fall of Jerusalem. 

Out of the conflicting views and claims some 
things are evident: Christ’s words regarding 
the overthrow of Jerusalem, and the scattering 
of the Jewish people, had a literal fulfillment, 
and within the limits of time which he set. The 
same word, which is pledged never to pass away, 
has announced those great unfoldings of Advent 
and judgment. ‘These must lie in the future, for 
there has been no world crisis as yet that at all 
fills the measure of Bible predictions concerning 
these events. No eye has seen the personal 
manifestation of Christ; there has been no resur- 
rection of the dead, and nothing has occurred 
which seems at all like a “day” or period of 
general judgment. If Christ’s word regarding 
these features remains as good as his word re- 
garding Jerusalem and the Jews, then some re- 
markable unfoldings are still due in the divine 
program. 

In chapter five, we have called attention to 
the abounding fulfillment of Old Testament 
predictions regarding Christ’s first manifesta- 
tion. When that limited body of prediction is 
placed beside the fulfillment that has been real- 
ized, the measure of fulfillment is certainly over- 
running and abounding. The predictions con- 
cerning Christ, his character and work, were 
fulfilled on a scale that impresses and surprises, 
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and leaves no doubt. The fulfillment of the one 
prediction of the Old Testament regarding 
Christ’s resurrection, is like the springing of a 
tree from a tiny seed. Especially is this true 
when we realize the large place which our 
Lord’s rising holds in New Testament teaching 
and doctrine. 

If one considers the Old met amiah proph- 
ecies regarding the expansion and glory of the 
church, a like type of fulfillment is found. It 
not only fills the measure, but it abounds and 
overruns all measure, until we are amazed at its 
extent. And this law of enlargement and in- 
crease seems to mark the unfolding of God’s 
purpose. If it is Old Testament type, the anti- 
type of realization far exceeds the type measure. 
If something is foreshadowed, the substance of 
fulfillment surpasses the foreshadowing. And 
this law of enlargement and abounding fullness 
of realization has characterized thus far the 
fulfillment of Bible prediction. 

_ If this same law is to be applied to Bible pre- 
dictions not as yet fulfilled, what an era of great 
events awaits our world. If that law of enlarged 
fulfillment, even beyond expectation, applies in 
the realm of great doctrines that relate to the 
future—the return of Christ to our world, the . 
resurrection of the dead, and a “day” or era 
of judgment, and the related unfoldings, then 
the world will know when they come. There 
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will be no need of searching out some musty 
event of the past, and magnifying it into a 
fulfillment of Christ’s prediction. When the 
divine program unfolds, it will probably be 
large enough to identify itself, and settle all 
doubts. 

And if we can judge by the manner in which 
the resurrection of Christ took its place as the 
greatest event of Christian history, when only 
barely mentioned in the Old Testament, and 
then without clearness or detail, then no candid 
mind can be sure that he knows all that may 
yet unfold in the program of the future. 

Probably the chief cause for doubt as to a lit- 
eral fulfillment of Christ’s predictions, lies 
largely in the fact of the long period of waiting 
that has been experienced. But over against 
that ground of question, we do well to place the 
fact, that some Old Testament predictions that 
related to the first Advent of Christ, waited for 
more than a thousand years. We also do well 
to remember that Christ’s words regarding the 
down treading of Jerusalem by hostile and alien 
powers, held good for nearly nineteen hundred 
years. And nowa transfer of authority over the 
city looks like some beginning of a new order of 
fulfillment. We may be on the threshold of a 
marvelous fulfillment of the New Testament 
drama of last things, and the realization of our 
Lord’s last message, “ Surely I come quickly.” 
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